
May 2015

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted  
 
General Meeting & Board Meeting 
Thursday, May 14, 7-9 p.m.

Crime Prevention and Livability  
Committee 
Thursday, May 14, 6:45 p.m.

Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Monday, May 11, 7:30 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness Committee  
@ SEUL 
Tuesday, May 19, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
@ Hawthorne Fred Meyer Deli Area 
Thursday,  May  21, 7:00 p.m.

Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

or at the Sunnyside Listserv: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SunnysideNeighborhood/

upcoMing eventS  |  May

9th - Neighborhood Cleanup @ St.  
  Stephen Church
9th - Home Swap Travel  
  @ Belmont Library *
9th - SE Portland Tool Library -  
  Tool Sharpening Event
14th - Ted Talks, We Talk  
  @ Belmont Library *
16th - 3D Printing 101 @ Belmont Library *
21st - Speaking of Music: Music for  
  the Japanese Obon Festival  
  @ Belmont Library *
30th	 -	 Sunnyside	Sunflower	Street	 
  Painting Party
June

6th - Sunnyside Compass Street  
  Painting Party
* See articles for details.

Come to Southeast Uplift on May 
14 at 7 p.m. to hear the Community 
Alliance of Tenants present the Know 
Your Rights: Don’t Get Evicted comic 
book. Holding this event on the same 
evening as neighborhood elections 
is no coincidence. A proportionately 
representative SNA board would 
have	five	of	nine	positions	held	by	
some of the 63 percent of Sunnyside 
neighbors who rent. 

Why should people who rent get 
involved in the neighborhood 
associations? People who rent 
are more dependent on alternate 

transportation modes (more than 
25 percent of rental households are 
car free). They are more dependent 
on access to open and green 
spaces. They are less insulated 
from the effects of a very tight 
housing market. Owner-occupied 
neighborhood associations don’t 
hear enough from this often quiet 
population, but the SNA must 
represent all of us whether we plan 
to be here for three years or 30 
years. Furthermore, building a better 
rental environment in Sunnyside  
will	benefit	people	who	rent	all	 
over the city.

Southeast Hawthorne-Salmon Area Stormwater and  
Sewer Project
Southeast Hawthorne-Salmon Area Stormwater and Sewer Project 

Environmental Services, your sewer and stormwater provider, will start 
construction as early as June on a project in your neighborhood to add or 
replace over 10,000 feet of public sewer pipes, construct 23 green street 
planters, and potentially plant more than 100 trees. There will be construction 
from SE Yamhill to SE Harrison and SE 41st to SE 50th. Construction will 
take about one year to complete. These improvements will protect public 
health, property, and the environment by reducing the possibility of sewage 
releases into streets, homes, and businesses. This project is part of the 
Tabor to the River Program.

We don’t yet have a construction schedule, but we do know that there will 
be no work on SE Hawthorne during the Hawthorne Street Fair on August 
16,	2015.	The	City	Noise	Office	has	granted	Environmental	Services	a	noise	
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variance to work on SE Hawthorne 
at SE 41st Avenue to east of SE 
42nd Avenue and just east of SE 
47th Avenue to west of SE 49th 
Avenue consecutively day and night 
for three weeks. The city chose that 
option based, in part, on survey 
responses we received from more 
than 1,300 area residents and 
businesses. 

We will hold an evening public 
meeting before construction begins. 
You will have a chance to meet the 
contractor and the construction 
team,	view	traffic	control	plans	
and schedule, and ask questions 
about the project. We haven’t 
scheduled the meeting yet, but 
when we choose a time and place 
we will mail notices, send email 
notifications,	and	post	information	
at www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/
sehawthorne-salmon.

For the most up-to-date information, 
please sign up for email project 
updates by writing to Matt Gough, 
Community Outreach, at Matt.
Gough@portlandoregon.gov with 
“Hawthorne-Salmon” in the  
subject line.

Newsletter Seeks Filler Items
By Lee Greer, Newsletter 
Committee

Do you have a very short item you’d 
like to see in the newsletter? You 
may have noticed that we often 
have little spaces at the bottom of 
columns. We’d like to collect up 
little things that we could include 
when we have extra space. It 
might be a bit of local history, a 
preparedness tip, or a neighborhood 
resource. The guidelines: not time-
sensitive, not commercial, and 
100 words or fewer. You can also 
submit “regular” articles of up to 
280 words. Send your newsletter 
submissions to newsletter@
sunnysideneighborhood.com.

May Happenings at the 
Belmont Library
By Cyndi Rosene,tBelmont  
Library Assistant

Here’s a May Chinese proverb for 
our Sunnyside neighbors: “A book is 
like a garden carried in the pocket.” 
Stop by soon for your next great 
read, and join us for the following 
featured programs:

Saturday, May 9, 2 to 3 p.m., 
“Home Swap Travel” 
Home swapping lets you stay free in 
a home while someone stays in your 
home, collects your mail, and waters 
your plants. Sara Tetrault will share 
her tips and experiences. It’s easy to 
travel and stay on budget!

Thursday, May 14, 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m., “Ted Talks, We Talk: Dave 
Issay: Everyone Around You Has 
a Story the World Needs to Hear” 

StoryCorps has evolved into the 
single largest collection of human 
voices ever recorded. Hear Dave’s 
vision to take StoryCorps global—
and how you can be a part of it 
by interviewing someone with the 
StoryCorps app. Watch the video 
with us and stay for a conversation.

Saturday, May 16, 3 to 4 p.m., “3D 
Printing 101” 
From prosthetics to pizza and 
organs, 3D printing is all over the 
news! How does it work? What is 
being done today with 3D printers? 
Come see a variety of prints, as 
well as a printer in action. Bring 
your questions, and leave with a 
3D-printed reminder of what  
you learned!

Thursday, May 21, 6 to 7 p.m., 
“Speaking of Music: Music for the 
Japanese Obon Festival” 
Dr. Wynn Kiyama will provide a 
brief history of the Japanese Obon 
Festival as celebrated in America. 

For more programs and information, 
drop in and see us at Belmont 
Regional Library, 1038 SE Cesar 
Chavez Boulevard, give us a call 
at	503-988-5382,	or	find	us	online	
at www.multcolib.org. Multnomah 
County Library programs are always 
free of charge.

...cont’d from page one.
Southeast Hawthorne-Salmon Area 
Stormwater and Sewer Project
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Recycling Tip of the Month: 
Food Scraps
By Bonita Davis, Certified Master 
Recycler and Sunnyside Neighbor

Living in a multifamily apartment 
or condo? Wish you had a way to 
keep food scraps out of the garbage 
and	eventually	the	landfill?	The	
City of Portland has expanded food 
scrap recycling to condominium and 
apartment buildings for some 100 
facilities in Portland, working with 
residents and property managers to 
create successful programs.

The goal of collecting food scraps is 
both economic and environmental. 
Food waste is reduced and the 
material turned into useful products, 
energy, and support for agriculture. 
During	the	first	year	of	the	program,	
85,000 tons of organic waste was 
collected and a 37 percent decrease 
in trash production was reported. 
In the past 10 years, Metro’s 
commercial organics program has 
turned approximately 136,000 tons of 
food scraps into fertilizer.

To learn more, go to www.
portlandoregon.gov/bps/
article/415660 for an article with 
information for both interested 
residents and property managers. 
For additional information, call the 
Multifamily Recycling Resource 
Line at 503-823-7224, or write to 
multifamily@portlandoregon.gov.

Wild Neighbors: Owls in 
Sunnyside 
By Katie Bretsch, Sunnyside 
Neighbor

Sitting in my Sunnyside living room 
the other morning I was lucky enough 
to hear an owl hooting. From its call 
and the owl sound samples on The 
Owl Pages, I am guessing it was a 
great horned owl, Bubo virginianus.

Owls do live among us here, mostly 
where there are tall trees. The great 
horned owl is one of the largest owls. 
Around here, the larger females 
can be up to 25 inches long, with a 
wingspan up to 60 inches.

Like coyotes, our owls eat a lot of 
small rodents. But they also eat other 
birds, and mammals as large as 
skunks. You are most likely to hear 
great horned owls at dusk or dawn. 
You aren’t likely to see them because 
they blend so well into trees when 
they	perch,	and	they	fly	nearly	silently	
when hunting. 

Because they so often eat small 
rodents, owls, like coyotes, are 
vulnerable to secondary poisoning—
being poisoned by eating a poisoned 
rodent. That’s one good reason to 
use traps rather than poisons when 
trying to control rodents.  

Sunnyside Tree Pruning
By Gregg Everhart, Sunnyside 
Street Tree Team

The Sunnyside Street Tree Team 
(S2T2) just received the statistics 
from February’s second annual 
S2T2 pruning day. Five arborists 
and 29 volunteers pruned 68 young 
trees this year. Last year we started 
pruning in the far southwest portion 
of Sunnyside and we’re moving 
counter-clockwise. If you opted  
out of the pruning or we haven’t  
yet reached your block, please  
take a look at your trees soon.  
While we hope to increase the 
number of participants each year,  
it	appears	that	it	may	take	five	to	
six years for us to circle through the 
neighborhood. And by that time, 
there will be a new group of trees 
needing some formative pruning.



The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association.
Newsletter Committee Chair: 
Lee Greer 
Editor: Tony Jordan   
Newsletter Volunteers: Diana 
Deumling, Gwyneth Van Buskirk 
Levi Ness 
 

Tony Jordan ............................................ President 
Lee Greer ........................................Vice-President        
Lorraine Henriques  ................................ Secretary
Josh Palmer............................................ Treasurer
Jeff Cole .................................... Member-At-Large
Reuben Deumling ...................... Member-At-Large   
Elena Heller ............................... Member-At-Large
Dan Rutzick  .............................. Member-At-Large
Hannah Day-Kapell  .................. Member-At-Large

www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any	opinions	expressed,	unless	specified,	are	not	
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here
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Sunnyside News
There is tension in our community 
and there are disagreements about 
how much change we should accept 
in our neighborhood. I’m proud to 
live in a city and neighborhood that 
is facing climate change head on 
with smart growth and transportation 
strategies. I think the SNA has done 
a good job of advocating for growth 
along our commercial corridors, 
to make room for newcomers to 
Portland and for people who want 
to move closer to where they 
work. We want to preserve the 
interiors, our single-family homes 
and small complexes, by allowing 
these	corridors	to	flourish.		We	
have pursued a third way between 
“anything goes for developers” and 
“build it all somewhere else.” 

Ultimately, however, it is up to you, 
the residents of Sunnyside, to decide. 
Should we continue to embrace 
growth	while	fighting	for	better	
designs and more community input, 
or should we oppose developments 
that	would	bring	significantly	more	
residences, businesses, and jobs, 
and push for more parking spaces 
in those that are built?  Truthfully, no 
approach will be successful without 
your support and hard work, and the 
first	step	is	electing	(or	re-electing)	
board members who best represent 
our collective opinions.

It isn’t too late to throw your own hat 
into the ring. Board positions are 
elected for two years and the time 
commitment varies from 4 to 10 
hours a month. Serving on the board 
is rewarding and very educational. 

I’m up for re-election myself, so I’d 
like to take the opportunity to say 
thank you to all my neighbors for four 
interesting years as a board member. 
I hope to see many of you on May 14!


