
November 2015

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted 

General and Board Meeting 
Thursday, November 12, 7:30-9 p.m.
Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Thursday, November 12, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
SNA EP NET Committee @ TBA 
on www.SunnysidePrepared.com
Tuesday, November 17,  7:00-8:30 p.m.
Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
Street Tree Team TBA 
e-mail S2T2@googlegroups.com for  
information about meeting time/place.
“Office Hours” with SNA Board President  
@ Red Square Cafe 
Monday, November 16, 7:15-8:15 a.m.
Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

or at the Sunnyside Listserv: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SunnysideNeighborhood/

upcoMing eventS | noveMber

4th - Using Craigslist @ Belmont Library*
4th - Health Insurance Information and  
  Enrollment Assistance  
  @ Belmont Library*
7th – 29th National Novel Writing Month:  
  Come Write In @ Belmont Library*
  Struggling? @ Belmont Library*
14th - Neighborhood Small Grant  
  Workshop @ SE Uplift *
15th - Earthquake Preparedness  
  @ Belmont Library*
18th - Resume Help @ Belmont Library*
* See articles for details.

We had a very busy meeting in 
October. We heard a presentation 
on the recent legislative session by 
a staff member from Representative 
Rob Nosse’s office. Representative 
Nosse lives in the Richmond 
neighborhood and is very accessible 
to his constituents. We also heard from 
Environmental Services and got an 
update on the sewer projects taking 
place in the area. Work will begin soon 
on new sewer pipes and bioswales all 
over the neighborhood in the coming 
months. The next phase of the project, 
which covers the northeast corner of 
the neighborhood, is in the planning 
stages. For more information, visit the 
city’s web page on sewer construction 
projects (www.portlandoregon.gov/
bes/32124).

The planning process for the future 
of our city is still moving forward with 
the Comprehensive Plan Update 
heading to the city council. This has 
been a frequent item of discussion and 
action by the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association (SNA) and I encourage 
you to visit the Land Use and 
Transportation section of the SNA 
website for details and assistance in 
giving your own comments to the city. 
We will continue to discuss this at 
future meetings and would love to  
hear from a wide variety of neighbors 
on the topic.

Are you a renter in Sunnyside? You 
aren’t alone. A majority of people in 
Sunnyside are tenants and we want to 
encourage you to get involved with the 

cont’d on back page...

SE Uplift Grants Available
By SE Uplift Staff 
 
Calling all dreamers, makers, and 
world-changers: do you have a small 
but powerful idea for strengthening 
your neighborhood? Perhaps you 
want to revive a forgotten city 
tradition? Host a civics workshop? 
Organize a tenant rights forum? 
Paint an intersection mural? Create a 
community garden?

SE Uplift invites ordinary Portlanders 
like you to shape and create your 
neighborhood by applying for a  

 
 

Neighborhood Small Grant.

The goals of the Neighborhood 
Small Grant Program are to increase 
the number and diversity of people 
who are involved and engaged 
in improving their communities 
and neighborhoods; strengthen 
neighborhood and community capacity 
to build community leadership, 
identity, skills, relationships and 
partnerships; and increase community 
and neighborhood impact on public 
decisions and community life.

Visit http://www.seuplift.org/
neighborhood-small-grant-program/ 
for more information. 



Fall is Here and Your 
Comfortable, Safe  
Home Awaits 
By Stephanie Swanson, Enhabit 
(formerly Clean Energy Works)

After what seemed like an endless, 
hot summer, we’re all breathing a sigh 
of relief as temperatures are finally 
dropping. Before the cold sets in for 
good, this is the perfect time to take 
some easy steps to make your home 
cozier, healthier, and safer for this 
winter and beyond.

Watch your windows. Take 
advantage of the winter sun’s heat by 
opening south-facing curtains, drapes, 
and blinds during the day, and then 
closing them at night to keep the heat 
in. If you don’t have blinds or shades, 
consider installing them. They’ll 
also help keep your house cool next 
summer.

Lower the dial and get cozy. Keep 
your home 10 to 15 degrees cooler 
when you are not at home, and lower 
the temperature slightly at night to 
save energy. Nothing’s cozier than 
bundling up with blankets on a  
winter night! 

Breathe easy. Many homes trap 
allergens and pollutants, which affect 
indoor air quality and can seriously 
impact the whole family. Checking 
for radon and installing a carbon 
monoxide detector are two simple 
steps that will help everyone breathe 
more easily.

Get prepared. This is a great 
time to take stock of emergency 
preparedness plans and supplies. It’s 
also a good time to consider seismic 
“hardening” to help keep your home 
secured during severe storms, high 
winds, and earthquakes, and it’s a 
necessary first step if you’re looking  
to get earthquake insurance. 

For more information about how to 
improve the comfort, health, and 
safety of your home, visit enhabit.org/
neighborhood and take a quick online 
quiz. Or, if you’re ready, schedule a 
free in-home visit with an Enhabit-
certified contractor.

Enhabit (formerly Clean Energy 
Works) is the next step for 
homeowners who want to make 
their homes work and feel better. 
From the initial review of your home, 
to choosing a trusted contractor 
or financing, to choosing the right 
efficiency and health and safety 
upgrades, Enhabit is committed to 
high-performance home renewal that 
makes sense. 

Avoid the Winter Debris Pile
By Bonita Davis, Master Recycler

Autumn’s sunny days may find us 
enjoying our outdoor spaces until the 
rains and winds set in. Sometimes 
weather changes quickly and our deck 
or patio furniture, garden hoses, grills, 
and kiddie pools can be caught up 
for weeks without drying long enough 
to store. Add to that the mix of limbs, 
pine needles, and leaves from the 
yard, and a few leftover items from 
a summer building project. Heaping 
it all together and throwing a tarp on 
top may convert once usable items 
into a pile of garbage by spring. Every 
spring, Portland Neighborhood Clean-
Up volunteers see loads of furniture, 
clothing, and building supplies that 
could have been re-used, but are 
now water-damaged, bent, rusted, 
or destroyed from being tossed into 
a mixed pile or degraded from being 
stored in damp conditions. To learn 
more about how moisture contributes 
to mold and mildew problems, see A 
Brief Guide to Mold, Moisture, and 
Your Home, EPA 402-K-02-003, 
reprinted September 2010, on www.
epa.gov. Here are some ways to 
prevent that would-be pile:  

• Group items by what can be reused, 
recycled, composted, or placed in 
yard debris.  Separate out what is 
truly garbage.

• Get that stash of paint, old batteries, 
fuels, and aerosols out of the mix 
and off to a Hazardous Materials 
drop off. For more information, visit 
www.oregonmetro.gov/.../garbage-
recycling-hazardous-waste-
disposal.

• Take electronics and electrical 
items to an Oregon e-cycler. One 
local favorite is Free Geek at 1731 
SE 10th. Call 503-232-9350 or visit 
www.freegeek.org for specifics.

• Sell or give away usable items 
(clean or wash them first). Consider 
a garage sale, swap, consignment, 
or Craigslist. Try www.freecycle.
org or www.trashnothing.com, join 
Nextdoor.com, or check out South-
East Portland Rooster by emailing 
hello@therooster.co. Find a non-
profit that could really use your 
donations. Visit www.metro.gov, 
select Find a Recycler, and search 
“charitable donation” for a cause 
you can support. For some, you can 
request pick-up if transportation 
is needed. Call the Metro hotline 
at 503-234-3000 for additional 
assistance.

Lastly, dumping items on the sidewalk 
or street is not freecycling. It is 
dumping. Items can be scattered, 
rain damaged, and contaminated. It is 
illegal, and your household could be 
ticketed and fined.

And now relax, knowing you don’t 
have that “spring cleaning” task to look 
forward to!

Naturescaping Grows  
Across Portland
By Jane Pullman

Every Saturday in September and 
the first Saturday in October, SNA 
hosted naturescaping workshops 
at Southeast Uplift. People came 
from all over Portland to hear what 
experts from East Multnomah Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
staff and consultants had to say. 
Portlanders came to learn how to 
build a water garden, identify and 
eradicate invasive non-native plants, 
chose and plant native plants, and 
practice naturescaping in their yards. 
Essentially, naturescaping is the 
practice of creating an environment 
and habitat to invite and welcome 
birds and other wildlife into your yard. 
Increasing density in Portland and 
cities everywhere has significantly 
reduced the extent of natural area and 
wildlife habitat.  Birds, the insects they 
eat, and other wildlife require natural 
areas to sustain themselves.  



Naturescaping also saves money 
because, once native plants become 
established, they require little watering, 
and in some cases none. You can 
create a beautiful, natural setting in 
your yard for yourself, your family, 
and your friends in which to relax 
and enjoy while surrounding yourself 
with a bit of the natural world. Our 
yards can provide a multitude of small 
islands of wild in the city that become 
a connected tapestry of nature so we 
and the creatures we love and need 
can thrive in harmony. East Multnomah 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
will be presenting naturescaping 
workshops through December 5. Visit 
emswcd.org for dates, times, locations, 
and to pre-register.

News from the  
Belmont Library
By Cyndi Rosene, Belmont 
Library Assistant

News flash from Belmont Library: you 
can now book an appointment with 
a librarian for one-on-one research! 
To do this, visit multcolib.org/book-
librarian or call 503-988-5382. You 
can also add the following November 
events to your calendar:

Wednesday, November 4, 10 a.m. to 
noon, Using Craigslist

Learn how to use Craigslist. You don’t 
need to be a computer expert but you 
should be comfortable navigating the 
Internet. Registration required; register 
online, in the library, or by calling 503-
988-5234.

Wednesday, November 4, 3 to 4:30 
p.m., Health Insurance Information 
and Enrollment Assistance

If you have questions about open 
enrollment for health insurance, make 
an appointment to get them answered. 
Call 503-988-5382.

November 7–29 (see dates and 
times below), National Novel Writing 
Month: Come Write In

Join hundreds of thousands of budding 
authors who promise to write 50,000 
words in 30 days. Meet other writers, 
trade tips, and challenge each other to 
meet your goals.

• Saturday, November 7,  
4:00 to 6 p.m.

• Thursday, November 12,  
4:00 to 7:45 p.m.

• Saturday, November 14,  
1:00 to 5:45 p.m., Midway Mark

• Tuesday, November 17,  
4:00 to 7:45 p.m.

• Saturday, November 21,  
1:00 to 5:45 p.m.

• Saturday, November 28,  
1:00 to 5:45 p.m.

• Sunday, November 29,  
10:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

For more NaNoWriMo events at other 
MCL branches, visit multcolib.org/
events/national-novel-writing-month.

Sunday, November 15, 3 to 4:30 
p.m., Earthquake Preparedness

Learn what to do before, during, and 
after an earthquake. Make a family 
plan and build an emergency kit. 
Registration required; register online, 
in the library, or by calling 503-988-
5234.

Wednesday, November 18, 6 to 8 
p.m., Resume Help

Struggling with writing your resume? 
Come meet with an experienced 
volunteer for one-on-one help. If you 
have a paper copy of your resume, 
please bring it along. First come,  
first served.

For more programs and information, 
drop in and see us at Belmont 
Regional Library, 1038 SE Cesar 
Chavez Blvd; give us a call at  
503-988-5382; or find us online at 
www.multcolib.org. Multnomah  
County Library programs are always 
free of charge.

 

at the Terrace 
 
 

A preschool/kindergarten community in the 
Laurelhurst Village senior center at 3120 S.E. Stark Street 

 
 

Since 1999 
 
 

www.childpeace.org │ admissions@childpeace.org │ 503-222-1197 
 



The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
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Lee Greer 
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Levi Ness 
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www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here

SNA. Many neighbors are moving or 
watching friends and family move out 
of the area due to rapidly rising rents. 
Portland’s neighborhood associations 
are conduits for advocating for 
policy changes, but we need your 
participation and input. If you’re 
interested in helping to reach out to 
other Sunnyside renters and organize 
around these issues, contact me at 
tony@sunnysideneighborhood.com.

...cont’d from page one.
Sunnyside News

Delivery Help 
Needed

Newsletter delivery is a 
fun and easy way to support 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 

Association!

Meet your neighbors and get 
exercise at the same time. 

Send email to 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com 

to find out about available routes.


