
February 2015

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted  
 
General Meeting & Board Meeting 
Thursday, February 12, 7-9 p.m.

Crime Prevention & Livability Committee 
Thursday, February 12, 6:30 p.m.

Land Use & Transportation Committee  
Monday, February 9, 7:30 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness Committee  
@ Hawthorne Fred Meyer Deli Area 
Tuesday, February 17, 10:00 a.m.

Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
@ Hawthorne Fred Meyer Deli Area 
Thursday,  February 19, 7:00 p.m.

Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

or at the Sunnyside Listserv: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SunnysideNeighborhood/

upcoMing eventS  |  February

1st-10th - Free Admission @ Pittock  
   Mansion
4th - Speaking of Music: Irish Music  
  in America  @ Belmont Library *
5th - Connect to Kindergarten  
  @ Sunnyside Environmental School
11th - Connect to Kindergarten  
  @ Glencoe Elementary School
12th - TED Talks, We Talk  
  @ Belmont Library *
19th - Hawthorne Business Assoc. Annual  
  Meeting/Banquet @ Tony Starlight’s
21st - Start Your Own Homestay for  
  Travelers @ Belmont Library *
21st - Tree Pruning Workshop @ SEUL *
28th - From Saving to Serving  
  @ Belmont Library *
* See articles for details.

I was a bit nervous as I walked 
into Southeast Uplift’s Fireside 
Room on January 8 for our monthly 
meetings. By the time I arrived (15 
minutes early) the room was already 
quite full. By the time Dan Rutzick 
began to present the Land Use 

and Transportation Committee’s 
recommendations on the 2035 
Comprehensive Plan, we had 
standing-room-only attendance, 
definitely the largest audience I’ve 
experienced as a board member for 
the SNA.

Winter Tree Pruning 
Workshop in Sunnyside
By Gregg Everhart, Sunnyside 
Street Tree Team

The Sunnyside Street Tree Team 
invites you to our second annual 
tree pruning workshop on Saturday, 
February 21, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
We will meet at Southeast Uplift, 
3534 SE Main Street. Winter is a 
great time to see the structure of 
your tree and to do any remedial 
work needed. This workshop is an 
excellent way to learn good pruning 
practices. Staff from Portland Parks 
and Recreation Urban Forestry 
and volunteer arborists will join 
us for some training, followed by 
supervised pruning of neighborhood 
street trees by three-person teams. 

Last year we started in the southwest 
corner of Sunnyside and we plan 
to circulate through the rest of the 

neighborhood in coming years. We 
will tag young trees that we think 
would benefit from some structural 
pruning, such as removing wood to 
establish a strong central leader, 
spacing the main scaffold branches, 
eliminating broken or stubbed 
branches, or increasing clearance 
from the sidewalk or street. Not every 
problem can be fixed in a single 
pruning, so many trees will need 
additional guidance–another reason 
to join us!  

If you have a tree tagged for pruning, 
you will also receive a flyer with 
information about opting out by 
calling the phone number on the 
flyer and removing the tag from your 
tree(s). If you do your own pruning, 
please be sure to get a free online 
permit first at www.portlandoregon.
gov/parks/58764. 
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If you want to attend the pruning 
workshop, please register at 
www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/
article/514048. Portland Parks and 
Recreation will provide pruning tools 
plus maps and lists of trees with 
addresses. Please wear clothing 
and footwear appropriate for the 
weather and bring a water bottle. 
We hope you can join us. It’s a great 
opportunity to learn by doing and to 
improve Sunnyside’s urban forest. 

Recycling Tip of the Month: 
Electronics Reuse and 
Recycling
By Bonita Davis, Sunnyside 
Neighbor and Certified Master 
Recycler

Experiencing clutter caused by 
unused televisions, computers, 
and printers? Own a drawer full of 
adaptors, mice, gadgets, and cords 
you no longer use? It could be time 
to repair or donate some of your 
excess electronic stuff. Free Geek, 
a local nonprofit that “transforms 
used technology into opportunity, 
education, and community” is a 
great local resource for electronic 
reuse and recycling. Located at 1731 
SE 10th Avenue, Free Geek takes 
practically everything that plugs into 
the wall, whether or not it works, plus 
many other electronic items such as 
cameras, phones, and more. Visit 
www.freegeek.org or call 503-232-
9350 for specifics on what they 
can accept. Free Geek also offers 
classes, volunteer opportunities, 
programs for building your own 
computer, and a thrift store. For 
more information about the Oregon 
e-cycles program and electronic 
recycling resources, visit  
www.deq.state.or.us.

This Month at the  
Belmont Library
By Cyndi Rosene, Belmont  
Library Assistant

Whether or not the groundhog sees 
its shadow, Belmont Library has fine 
events in store to get you through 
another Portland winter.

Wednesday, February 4, 6 to 7 
p.m., “Speaking of Music: Irish 
Music in America: More than 
Danny Boy!”  
Dr. Sean Williams will focus on 
the music of the Irish and Irish-
Americans as it is played here in 
the United States. The presentation 
will include lively dance tunes, 
Irish songs about America, and a 
discussion of the ways in which 
Ireland and America are deeply 
connected.

Thursday, February 12, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., “TED Talks, We Talk: 
Connected but Alone?” 
As we expect more from technology, 
do we expect less from each other? 
Sherry Turkle studies how our 
devices and online personas are 
redefining human connection and 
communication—and asks us to 
think deeply about the new kinds of 
connection we want to have. Watch 
the video with us and stay afterward 
for a conversation.

Saturday, February 21, 3 to 4 p.m., 
“Start Your Own Homestay for 
Travelers: Airbnb and Beyond” 
The homestay trend has taken 
off and is particularly popular in 
Portland. Jean Johnson will discuss 
rules, regulations, and safety issues. 
Her slides will provide visuals on 
her experience as a successful 
homestay host, and spark audience 
questions that will help flesh out an 
understanding of this new cottage 
industry. You will leave empowered 
with the information to consider your 
own homestay business venture.

Saturday, February 28, 3 to 4 
p.m., “From Saving to Serving: 
On Intervening in the Lives of 
Others” 
Many of us try to make a positive 
difference in the world through 
our work and volunteering, and 
we often find that this can be 
difficult. Join Oregon Humanities 
Executive Director Adam Davis for 
a conversation that will explore this 
issue. How should we think and  
talk about our efforts to make 
positive change?

For more programs and information, 
drop in and see us at the Belmont 
Regional Library, 1038 SE Cesar 
Chavez Boulevard; give us a call 
at 503-988-5382; or visit us online 
at www.multcolib.org. Multnomah 
County Library programs are always 
free of charge.
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Car Prowls and Other Crimes 
By Tony Jordan

A pile of broken glass on the street. 
Unfortunately, this seems to be 
an all too common sight on a cold 
Portland morning, and Sunnyside 
is no exception. Car prowls, stolen 
cars, and package thefts are being 
reported via Facebook and Nextdoor 
posts at an alarming rate. While the 
evidence is somewhat anecdotal 
(social media may be amplifying 
perceptions of the level of crime), a 
look at the numbers of auto thefts 
on PortlandMaps.com does seem to 
reflect a real uptick in these events.

Fortunately, these same 
communication tools also provide an 
easy way for neighbors to organize 
meetings on the topic and to take 
some action. I attended a meeting in 
my corner of the neighborhood with 
about 15 neighbors and Marianna 
Lomato, the crime prevention 
coordinator for our neighborhood 
(east of Cesar Chavez Boulevard). 
We shared concerns and ideas on 
how to prevent more incidents  
from happening. 

There are many resources available 
on the city’s crime prevention website 
(www.portlandoregon.gov/oni/28395) 
including handouts and contact 

information for Marianna Lomato 
and Teri Poppino (coordinator for 
the neighborhood west of Cesar 
Chavez). I encourage you to check 
it out. Protecting your property by 
following a few preventative habits is 
the first step you can take.

Most important, however, is getting 
to know your neighbors and opening 
some lines of communication. 
Neighbors who know each other 
can watch out when someone is 
on vacation and pick up packages 
if a neighbor isn’t home. Whether 
or not you decide to establish a 
formal neighborhood watch or foot 
patrol, sharing notes and committing 
to look out for one another is the 
foundation for deterring these crimes 
of opportunity. 

The SNA holds a monthly crime 
prevention meeting prior to our 
general meeting. This month we will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. on February 12. If 
you have held a meeting with your 
neighbors, please send someone 
to this meeting. The SNA Crime 
Prevention Committee is a great 
resource to facilitate information 
sharing and to coordinate activities. 
We will ask for a representative from 
the Police Department to be on hand 
to answer questions.
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www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here
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What I heard in an hour of neighbors’ 
comments and questions was 
inspiring. Sunnyside residents were 
informed and had very thoughtful 
questions about and comments 
on the difficult issues of density, 
building design, and parking. While, 
as expected, not everyone wanted 
the same thing, we were able to 
come together as a community and 
listen to each other. 

What followed was a marathon 
board meeting where, again, the 
qualities that make Sunnyside great 
were on display. You can read the 
board’s position on the proposed 
plan at our neighborhood blog,  
www.sunnysideneighborhood.com.

I’m proud of Sunnyside. I hope 
the heightened interest in the 
association’s activities carry forward 

into this year and beyond. The more 
the merrier. Let’s see more packed 
meetings in 2015!


