
February 2016

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted 
General and Board Meeting 
Thursday, February 11, 7:30-9 p.m.

Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Thursday, February 11, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

SNA EP NET Committee @ TBA 
Tuesday, February 16, 7 p.m - 8:30 p.m.  
@ TBD

Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
TBA

“Office Hours” with SNA Board President  
@ Fred Meyer Deli 
Sunday, February 7, 10-11 a.m.

Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

upcoMing eventS | February
2nd - iPad Part 2  @ Belmont Library *

9th - Poetry Reading: Peter Sears  
  @ Belmont Library *

9th - iPad Part 2 @ Belmont Library *

13th - S2T2 Tree Pruning Workshop * 

13th - Belmont Art Salon  
  @ Belmont Library*

20th - Building an Accessory Dwelling Unit  
  on Your Property @ Belmont Library*

27th - Dyslexia 100 @ Belmont Library *
* See articles for details.

I attended former Oregon Secretary 
of State Bill Bradbury’s talk “Climate 
Change Coming Home” on January 12. 
The slides we saw and the information 
presented weren’t new to many in 
the audience, but they were no less 
shocking. Wild weather, drought, and 
ocean acidification are the visible, 
measurable, and destructive result of the 
last century’s unparalleled advances in 
quality of life and economic growth for 
industrialized nations. What I felt was 
missing from this lecture, however, were 
concrete examples of how we, as the 
wealthiest citizens on Earth, can and 

must make accommodations to try to 
slow the speed of this disaster. 

Sunnyside will be ok; we have been 
moving in the right direction for years, 
even if our Sustainability Committee has 
been dormant for the last four or five. We 
have a great Emergency Preparedness 
Committee who will help us weather the 
literal storms on the way. But there are 
billions around the world who aren’t as 
lucky, and the Paris Climate Agreement 
calls for us, in the U.S., to change to 
protect them.

cont’d on back page...

cont’d on page two...

The Bells Saga Continues
Bryan Hull and Gregg Everhart

In 2014, after decades of quiet, St. 
Stephen Catholic Church began 
tolling the sound of church bells—not 
real bells, but rather an electronic 
synthesizer and loud speakers. This 
caught many off-guard, people who 
had lived here for years with no reason 
to think that the quiet church would 
suddenly become a loud and dominant 
voice in the neighborhood.

There were several articles in the SNA 
newsletter about this, some of which 
characterized the bells in a favorable 
light. The sounds were represented as 
being limited in their extent: primarily 
broadcast on weekends—twice on 
Saturdays and twice on Sundays—and 
of very brief duration (e.g., 30 seconds). 

That was then. The bells now ring on 
many more occasions, on any day of the 
week, some at regular times, others for 
events like weddings and funerals, and 
some seemingly spontaneous, including 
seasonal songs. The ringing lasts up to 
several minutes.

Two petitions were circulated among 
residents close to the church: one calling 
for the complete cessation, signed by 
34 local residents; and one calling for 
the bell sounds to be greatly reduced, 
signed by 52 people. The latter petition 
also called for mediation between the 
church and impacted residents, and a 
Good Neighbor Agreement establishing 
reasonable guidelines going forward. 
The SNA board asked a city-sponsored 
mediation service to help. Two 2-hour 
mediation sessions were held, but 
no progress was made. The church 
rejected the prospect of a Good 



Update from SNA Emergency 
Preparedness/NET Committee
Glenn C. Devitt and Jan Molinaro, 
Committee Co-Chairs

We have applied for a Southeast Uplift 
grant that would allow all of us to 
meet up close with those community 
members who are preparing their 
homes and families for disasters. Stay 
tuned!

As the new year begins, we have 
turned our attention to micro-activities 
that allow neighbors to get to know 
each other and interact around 
emergency preparedness. In addition, 
we continue to focus on fostering 
relationships between our Portland 
NET (Neighborhood Emergency Team) 
members and their neighborhoods. 
Do you know the NET people who 
live in your neighborhood? To learn 
about our activities and meeting places 
and times, visit our website at www.
sunnysideprepared.com. See you 
around the ‘hood!

Meals on Wheels People 
Serves Older Adults Hot 
Meals & Companionship 
Meals on Wheels People

Meals on Wheels People has 
provided hot meals and friendly visits 
to homebound seniors in southeast 
Portland for more than 45 years. In fact, 
our very first center opened on SE 35th 
and Yamhill in February 1970. Today 
the nonprofit organization serves and 
delivers 5,000 meals daily across the 
greater metropolitan area and operates 
30 neighborhood dining centers. Our 
location in the Belmont neighborhood, 
at 4610 SE Belmont, opened in 1994. 
It serves a multicultural clientele and 
emphasizes fresh, local ingredients and 
Asian entrées made from scratch daily. 
Meals are available to anyone age 60 or 
older, regardless of income.

The Belmont Center relies on more 
than 150 volunteers annually to help 
pack, serve, and deliver meals. Many of 
the volunteers are seniors themselves 
and have found a second “career” as 
a Meals on Wheels People volunteer. 
Meals on Wheels People receives more 
than 70 percent of its annual funding 
from community donations and relies on 
corporations, service and faith groups, 
and individuals to provide the funds to 
serve every senior in need. Unlike the 
majority of senior nutrition programs in 
the country, Meals on Wheels People 
has never had a waiting list for meals.

Interested in getting involved? You can 
deliver meals on weekdays between 
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Don’t have time 
to commit to a weekly route? Organize 
your office group or service organization 
and “Adopt-A-Route” to share the fun! 
Purchase Meals on Wheels People 
Delivers popcorn or a Valentine-A-
Gram. Details are available on our 
website at mealsonwheelspeople.org or 
by calling Robin at the Belmont Center 
at 503-953-8202.

Join the Sunnyside Street 
Tree Team for a Tree-Pruning 
Workshop
Lee Greer, Sunnyside  
Street Tree Team

The Sunnyside Street Tree Team invites 
you to a Pruning Workshop on Saturday, 
February 13, from 8:30 a.m. to noon, 
at Aletheia Bible Fellowship, 4511 SE 
Main. The workshop is sponsored by 
Portland Parks and Recreation Urban 
Forestry. Certified arborists will teach 
basic pruning techniques and then 
we’ll go into our neighborhood in small 
arborist-led groups to prune young 
street trees. Coffee and light snacks 
will be provided. Come meet other tree 
enthusiasts, have fun, and help prepare 
young trees for a long and healthy life. 
You can register at http://tinyurl.com/
PruninginSunnyside, or at the door. 
Questions? Write to Matthew.Downs@
PortlandOregon.gov or call 503-334-
0348.

Use Nextdoor to Share 
Unneeded Stuff with Your 
Neighbors
Bonita Davis, Certified  
Master Recycler

What could a sofa, a box of children’s 
clothing, concrete blocks, packing 
and mailing supplies, a maple tree, a 
worm bin, and construction tools all 
have in common? They are all surplus 
or used items available free, listed on 
Nextdoor, a free private social network 
for neighborhoods. Help someone 
save money and feel good about 
responsibly finding a new home for your 
unneeded item by posting it on www.
nextdoor.com. The new owner could be 
a neighbor (perhaps one you’ve never 
met) down the street or someone in a 
close radius to Sunnyside. We all save 
on transportation costs, everyone gets 
what they want, and waste goes down.

...cont’d from page one.
The Bells Saga Continues

Neighbor Agreement and refused to 
make any concessions or compromise.

It is unclear what next steps are 
appropriate. The priest insists that 
he and his advisors will be the sole 
arbiters of the duration, volume, and 
time of day the bell sounds will be 
broadcast. Very few people who attend 
the church actually live in the immediate 
area. We ask why the church’s wishes 
to broadcast should override those 
of nearby neighbors who find these 
sudden loud sounds to be very intrusive 
and stressful.



It takes only a couple of minutes to 
complete the brief sign-in and get your 
username and password and you’re 
good to go to either make requests or 
find what you’re looking for. It works 
whether you’re selling, giving away 
items, or bartering. Attaching a photo 
is easy, and you don’t have to give your 
address or phone number. It is possible 
to message privately. The site is also set 
up to encourage users to share safety 
alerts, community news, and make 
recommendations on everything from 
childcare, pet sitting, and home repairs 
to restaurant recommendations. 

Here are other similar sites you may 
wish to explore, each with unique 
process: www.portland.therooster.com, 
www.offerup.com, www.trashnothing.
com, www.freecycle.org, and of course, 
Portland.craigslist.org and www.ebay.
com. Interested in swapping with others? 
Find out what swaps are planned in 
our area by visiting www.swappositive.
wordpress.com.

When using any online site, review the 
section on keeping your transactions 
safe and effective.

What’s Up at the  
Belmont Library?
By Cyndi Rosene,  
Belmont Library Assistant

Need more FREE movie options to 
get you through the long dark winter? 
Take a look at IndieFlix! This new 
streaming movie service (accessible 
with your library card number and PIN/
password) provides unlimited access 
to award-winning shorts, feature films, 
and documentaries. Thousands of 
films to choose from across more than 
50 countries! Visit www.rbdigital.com/
multnomahor/service/indieflix to create a 
new account. When you feel like getting 
off the couch, come on over for these 
February events at Belmont Library

Tuesdays, February 2 and 9,  
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., iPad Part 2 
Now that you know some basics, learn 
more about how to make your iPad work 
for you. Please bring your own iPad, 
fully-charged. Registration required. 
Register online, in the library, or by 
calling 503-988-5234.

Thursday, February 4, 6 to 7 p.m., 
Poetry Reading: Peter Sears 
A reading and conversation with Oregon 
Poet Laureate Peter Sears.

Saturday, February 13,  
4 to 5:30 p.m., Belmont Art Salon 
In addition to providing colored pencils, 
blank paper, and printed coloring 
pages, we’ll have supplies to make 
your own valentines! Turn your creative 
imagination loose at our new monthly 
open art salon. 

Saturday, February 20, 4 to 5 p.m., 
Building an Accessory Dwelling Unit 
on Your Property 
Local accessory dwelling unit expert Kol 
Peterson will provide a brief overview 
of ADU information, including zoning, 
financing, current events, and more. 
Registration required. Register online, in 
the library, or by calling 503-988-5234.

Saturday, February 27,  
4 to 5 p.m., Dyslexia 101 
Explore early warning signs, causes, 
treatment, and the consequences of 
inadequate teacher training, and discuss 
recent Oregon legislation regarding 
dyslexia. Registration required. Register 
online, in the library, or by calling 503-
988-5234.

For more programs and information, 
drop in and see us at Belmont Regional 
Library, 1038 SE Cesar Chavez 
Boulevard; give us a call at 503-
988-5382; or visit us online at www.
multcolib.org. Multnomah County Library 
programs are always free of charge.

 

at the Terrace 
 
 

A preschool/kindergarten community in the 
Laurelhurst Village senior center at 3120 S.E. Stark Street 

 
 

Since 1999 
 
 

www.childpeace.org │ admissions@childpeace.org │ 503-222-1197 
 

Delivery Help 
Needed

Newsletter delivery is a 
fun and easy way to support 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 

Association!

Meet your neighbors and get 
exercise at the same time. 

Send email to 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com 

to find out about available routes.



The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association.
Newsletter Committee Chair: 
Lee Greer 
Editor: Tony Jordan  
Newsletter Volunteers: Diana 
Deumling, Gwyneth Van Buskirk 
Levi Ness 
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Hannah Day-Kapell ........................ Vice-President 
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Jeff Cole .....................................Member-At-Large 
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Nola Gray ...................................Member-At-Large 
Lee Greer ...................................Member-At-Large
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www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here

Nevertheless, I fear that as the call for 
personal change comes home, we will 
see a backlash against actions to reduce 
our local impact. Solar panels are great 
and important to maintaining a good 
quality of life, but it is naive to think we 
will be able to continue to consume 
gasoline, electricity, and animal products 
at the rates we currently do.

Commissioner Novick has come under 
some criticism for saying that we will 
have to accept uncomfortable changes 
in our communities, higher density, 
hard choices on transportation, and the 
like, but is he wrong or just stating “an 
inconvenient truth”? True, the sky won’t 
fall in Sunnyside if 90 percent of us keep 
driving everywhere, but somewhere else 
on earth the water will rise. 

This is not to say we shouldn’t fight for 
better-designed buildings, or make sure 
we don’t limit the mobility of seniors, 
families, or the disabled. As the nation 
with the most potential to combat climate 
change, we must look beyond our own 
homes, blocks, neighborhoods, and 
cities to the world we are a part of, and 
focus our time and money on the issues 
that can have the biggest impact.

...cont’d from page one.
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