
January 2015

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted  

General Meeting & Board Meeting 
Thursday, January 8, 7-9 p.m.

Crime Prevention & Livability Committee 
Thursday, January 8, 6:45 p.m.

Land Use & Transportation Committee  
Monday, January 12, 7:30 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness 
Committee @ SEUL 
Tuesday, January 20, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
@ Hawthorne Fred Meyer Deli Area 
Thursday, January 15, 7:00 p.m.

Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather  
permitting. Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

or at the Sunnyside Listserv: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SunnysideNeighborhood/

upcoMing eventS  |  January

5th - Deadline for Friends of Trees  
  Orders

5th - Deadline for Neighborhood  
  Small Grants Applications

8th  - TED Talks, We Talk  
  @ Belmont Library*

15th  -  Music in Chinese Buddhist  
  Scripture and Practice  
  @ Belmont Library*

19th - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

22nd - Great Decisions 2014 (on last  
  Thursdays) @ Belmont Library *

February 
1st-10th - Free Admission @ Pittock  
   Mansion

24th - Friends of Trees Planting in  
  Sunnyside

* See articles for details.

I hope everyone has had a great 
holiday season and a Happy New 
Year to all of you! This month at our 
meeting on January 8, your board 
plans to make recommendations 
to the city on proposed changes to 
the comprehensive plan. Our land 

use committee has been working 
for months and I want to thank Dan 
Rutzick and Michael Molinaro for all 
their work. Please take some time to 
look into our proposal in the article 
below and on the website, and join 
us on January 8 if you’d like to give 
comments.  

Proposed Changes to Comprehensive Plan
By Dan Rutzick, SNA Land Use Commitee Chair

Belmont and Hawthorne were teeming with activity this past holiday season.  
Sunnyside’s local restaurants, shops, and other businesses certainly serve 
a broad area of southeast Portland year-round. The update underway 
on Portland’s 2035 Comprehensive Plan has recognized that the range 
of commercial and community services along Belmont, Hawthorne, and 
Division, as well as on Powell and Sandy, make these corridors uniquely 
situated for additional growth over the next 20 years. The city has identified 
Sunnyside as within a Town Center (e.g., Northwest district) rather than a 
Neighborhood Center (e.g., Woodstock main street area).  

Proposed Comprehensive Plan map changes related to a Town Center 
would result in Belmont and Hawthorne having new developments of two 
to five stories. The fourth and fifth floors of any building would be recessed 
so as not to create more than a three-story wall along the street. The new 
four-story elevation project on SE 47th and Hawthorne would not be allowed 
under the new proposal.  Outside of a few lots, no Comprehensive Plan map 
changes are proposed within Sunnyside’s single-family neighborhoods.

There are benefits to Sunnyside receiving a Town Center designation. 
Being a Town Center would increase the potential for pedestrian crossing 
improvements in multiple areas along Belmont, Hawthorne, and Cesar 
Chavez Boulevard.  Additional building heights along Belmont and  
Hawthorne would better address the demand for rental housing units and 
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affordability in our neighborhood. 
More residents living along 
Belmont and Hawthorne would 
support local businesses, thereby 
increasing employment and dollars 
remaining in our neighborhood. A 
Town Center designation would 
also provide opportunities along 
Belmont and Hawthorne for Portland 
Design Commission review of new 
development and neighborhood 
notifications rather than simply city 
administrative review. 

Concern has been voiced by some 
that a Town Center designation 
would result in buildings of three to 
five stories in height along Belmont 
and Hawthorne as well as an 
increase in the number of residents 
in our neighborhood. Three- or 
four-story buildings along Belmont 
and Hawthorne bringing increased 
density are currently allowed within 
existing the Comprehensive Plan 
and zoning that have been in place 
for decades.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association board will be 
considering at our January meeting 
a Comprehensive Plan map 
proposal for our neighborhood that 
reflects Sunnyside as within a Town 
Center. The text of our proposal 
and supporting materials can be 
found on the SNA website (http://
sunnysideneighborhood.com). Input 
can be provided online at the city’s 
Comp Plan Map App website (www.
portlandoregon.gov/bps/mapapp) or 
by coming to the next SNA general 
meeting in the Fireside Room at 
Southeast Uplift (3534 SE Main 
Street) on January 8 at 7 p.m.

Something New (and Ghostly) 
on Hawthorne
By Don Mack, Hawthorne 
Boulevard Business Association

Looking for something different to 
do with family and friends this year? 
The Hawthorne Ghost Tour is a fun, 
exciting, and educational adventure 
through the heart of east Portland’s 
old red light district. This is a walking 
tour of approximately a mile and a 
half along Hawthorne Boulevard with 
frequent stops for spooky and real-
life stories about Portland and the 
Pacific Northwest. The adventure 
doesn’t end there; at two separate 
locations guests are invited to 
communicate with the departed.

This isn’t your usual touristy-
gimmick. Ninety percent of those 
who take the tour are local, says 
Marina Martinez, the tour’s new 
guide. She also says this tour is the 
perfect opportunity to learn more 
about the historic district and its lore. 
Martinez has not been with the tour 
long, but she is excited to continue 
to bring history and storytelling to 
Hawthorne.

This popular, family-friendly, but 
ever-so-slightly bawdy walking tour 
of Hawthorne Boulevard begins at 
the southeast corner of 37th and 
Hawthorne at 8 p.m. on Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, 
with additional tours at 6 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays. Tickets are 
$20 for adults, $10 for children aged 
7 to 10, and free for children under 
6. Find more information at www.
tourguideforhire.com/hawthorne. 

Recycling Tip of the Month: 
Holiday Material
By Bonita Davis, Certified  
Master Recycler

After the holidays, there is a lot you 
can do to keep materials out of the 
landfill.

• Reuse what you can such as 
bows, ribbons, wrapping paper, 
tissue, gift boxes, raffia, packing 
boxes, and packing peanuts. 
Consider creative reuse, such as 
using this year’s greeting cards 
for next year’s gift tags. Go to 
www.multcolib.org and search 
under creative paper reuse, or get 
ideas from this creative reuse and 
upcycling booklist, http://tinyurl.
com/savemecaptainplanet.

• Rethink what is going into waste 
this year as you plan for next year.

• Recycle the Christmas tree.  
Cut up your tree to fit completely 
inside your green yard waste 
bin. Put trees that are 6 feet or 
smaller on the curb on collection 
day for an extra $4.50. Visit www.
oregonmetro.gov, select Tools 
and Services, Tools For Living, 
Garbage and Recycling, and 
Find A Recycler, and then do a 
keyword search for Christmas 
tree to find non-profits or service 
organizations, such as the Boy 
Scouts, that pick up trees or have 
nearby collection centers. Shred 
your own tree; Portland Southeast 
Tool Library (www.septl.org/tools) 
has a chipper that can handle 
small limbs.

• Recycle beyond the curb.  
Light strands can be recycled at 
Free Geek (www.freegeek.org, 
1731 SE 10th, 503-232- 9350) 
and at Far West Recycling (www.
farwestrecycling.com, 4930 SE 
26th). Far West also takes block 
Styrofoam. Packing peanuts that 
are clean and dry can be taken 
to the Postal Annex (1631 NE 
Broadway, 503-284-6092).

...cont’d from page one.
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This Month at the  
Belmont Library
By Cyndi Rosene, Belmont  
Library Assistant

We wish you a very happy New 
Year! Do your resolutions include 
lots of lifelong learning, community 
connections, and entertainment? If 
your answer is yes, then we hope to 
see more of you at Belmont Library!

Thursday, January 8, 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m., “Ted Talks, We Talk” 
Come watch the TED Talk 
video “Brene Brown: The Power 
of Vulnerability” and stay for 
conversation after. In a poignant, 
funny talk, Dr. Brown shares a deep 
insight from her research, one that 
sent her on a personal quest to know 
herself as well as to understand 
humanity.

Thursday, January 15, 6 to 7 
p.m., “Music in Chinese Buddhist 
Scripture and Practice” 
In the first installment of our new 
series “Speaking of Music,” Dr. Beth 
Szczepanski will provide a brief 
overview of the roles of music in 
Buddhist scripture and examine how 
attitudes toward music in those texts 
relate to musical practices among 
Chinese monastic Buddhists.

Thursdays, 6 to 7:30 p.m.,  
“Great Decisions 2015”  
(January 22, February 26, March 
26, April 23, May 28, June 25,  
July 23, August 27)  
Sign up for a discussion series, in 
partnership with the World Affairs 
Council of Oregon, about eight of 
the most thought-provoking foreign 
policy challenges facing Americans. 
Topics include Russia and the Near 
Abroad, Privacy in the Digital Age, 
Sectarianism in the Middle East, 
India Changes Course, U.S. Policy 
Toward Africa, Syria’s Refugee 
Crisis, Human Trafficking in the 21st 
Century, and Brazil’s Metamorphosis. 
Registration begins January 1 online, 
in the library, or by calling 503-988-
5234. After registering for the series, 
pick up a free copy of the Great 

Decisions 2015 briefing book at 
Belmont Library, beginning  
January 8.

For more programs and information 
drop by the Belmont Regional Library 
(1038 SE Cesar Chavez), give us a 
call (503-988-5382), or visit us online 
(www.multcolib.org). Multnomah 
County Library programs are always 
free of charge.

Tree Team Invasive Tree 
Inventory Progresses

By Tara Weidner, Sunnyside  
Street Tree Team

The Chinese called it “tree-of-
heaven” because of its tall, shady 
green canopy and centuries-old 
medicinal use. European settlers 
brought it to the U.S. in the late 
1700s, seeing it as the perfect 
species for an urban environment. 
But the tree (Ailanthus altissima) has 
become a real troublemaker. It grows 
fast, spreads prolifically, crowds 
out native and garden plants, and 
damages foundations, sidewalks, 
and sewers. You’ll find it growing in 
cracks and alleyways, up against 
foundations, and pretty much in 
areas that aren’t well maintained. 
If not caught early these trees can 
grow 8 feet in one season. Cutting 
down older trees-of-heaven can 
invigorate the root system, often 
forming a colony that sends sprouts 
to nearby lawns. This invasive 
species is a poor neighbor and a 
scourge of urban foresters from 
Portland to Vancouver, B.C., and 
across the continent. Sunnyside is 
helping lead the effort to inventory 
and control its reach in Portland.  

cont’d on page four



The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association.

Newsletter Committee Chair: 
Lee Greer 
Editor: Tony Jordan   
Newsletter Volunteers: Diana 
Deumling, Gwyneth Van Buskirk 
Levi Ness 
 

Tony Jordan ............................................ President 

Lee Greer ........................................Vice-President        

Lorraine Henriques  ................................ Secretary

Josh Palmer............................................ Treasurer

Jeff Cole .................................... Member-At-Large

Reuben Deumling ...................... Member-At-Large   

Elena Heller ............................... Member-At-Large

Dan Rutzick  .............................. Member-At-Large

Hannah Day-Kapell  .................. Member-At-Large

www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com

c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 

necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 

Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 

are welcome to submit articles for consideration 

that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 

newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 

wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 

the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here

Between June and September 
2014, the Sunnyside Street Tree 
Team (S2T2) inventoried our entire 
neighborhood and found 279 
trees-of-heaven visible from the 
street in 129 lots. Forty percent 
of the addresses were rentals or 
businesses, which may pay less 
attention to landscaping. Although 
half of the trees found were small, 
a quarter of them were large 
(3-inch-plus diameter) with at least 
five giants that will be a challenge 
to remove. The team is in the 
process of mapping the inventory 
to ascertain patterns that might 
indicate colonies. Our hope is to 
work with neighbors to remove the 
trees, potentially with a pooled effort 
to reduce costs and use qualified 
arborists who will responsibly use 

herbicide, if required. The team 
is hoping to secure grant funds 
in cooperation with Portland’s 
Urban Forestry department. An 
informational session by tree 
experts is being planned for 
summer 2015. Help is needed now 
to identify and send information 
to owners of affected rental and 
business properties. For more 
information visit the S2T2 page 
of the Sunnyside neighborhood 
website, or write to the tree team 
(s2t2@googlegroups.com) if you 
have questions or would like to help. 

...cont’d from page three.
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