
January 2016

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted 
General and Board Meeting 
Thursday, January 14, 7:30-9 p.m.
Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Thursday, January 14, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
SNA EP NET Committee @ TBA 
Tuesday, January 19, 10 a.m - 12 p.m.  
@ Historic Belmont FIrehouse
Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
Thursday, January 21, 7 p.m.  
@ Fred Meyer Deli
“Office Hours” with SNA Board President  
@ Fred Meyer Deli 
Sunday, January 10, 10-11 a.m.
Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

or at the Sunnyside Listserv: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SunnysideNeighborhood/

upcoMing eventS | January
2nd -3rd - SES Christmas Tree Recycling*
5th - iPad Basics  @ Belmont Library* 
9th - Belmont Art Salon @ Belmont Library*
12th - iPad Basics  @ Belmont Library* 
12th - Climate Change Coming Home  
  w/ Bill Bradbury @ TaborSpace* 
16th - Drop In and Drop Spindle  
  @ Belmont Library* 
16th - SE Portland Tool Library Open House*
19th - Estate Planning Workshop  
  @ Belmont Library* 
20th - Resume Help  @ Belmont Library*
23rd - Friends of Trees Planting*
24th - Weatherization Workship  
  @ Belmont Library*
27th - Health Insurance Information and  
  Enrollment Assistance  @ Belmont  
  Library*
30th - Open House & Tour of Sunnyside  
  Methodist Church Building *
* See articles for details.

Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that 
we’ve already moved into 2016. It’s sure to 
be an exciting year locally and nationally. 
We’ll have a new mayor, president, and 
comprehensive plan by the end of this year. 
Keep your eyes and ears open and make 
your voice heard.

While on the topic of being heard, the 
last few “office hours” have been very 
sparsely attended. If you’d like to suggest 
a time or location, write to board@
sunnysideneighborhood.com.

I toured the Sunnyside Methodist Church 
recently with Pat Schweibert, John Mayer 
of our Homeless Issues Workgroup, and 
several board members. It is a magnificent 
building and I’m very glad to hear that 

the plan is to keep it in service to the 
community. Be sure to read Pat’s article 
in this newsletter and I encourage you to 
attend the open house on January 30. 

Are you a renter in Sunnyside? As rents 
have skyrocketed all over Portland  
while vacancy rates have plummeted, it’s 
more important than ever for the SNA, 
and the city, to hear your concerns. Our 
meetings and activities are open to all 
neighbors. Please  
let me know if you would like to  
help encourage more renter participation in 
SNA by writing to me  
at tony@sunnysideneighborhood.com. 

Climate Change Coming Home 

Event: “Climate Change Coming Home,” a presentation by Bill Bradbury 
Date & Time: Tuesday, January 12, 7 p.m. 
Location: Taborspace, 5441 SE Belmont Street  
The event is free and open to the public. 

Please join us for a special evening with Bill Bradbury, former Oregon Secretary of 
State, who will speak about the impacts of climate change here in Oregon. Bradbury’s 
presentation vividly illustrates how regions across Oregon are being affected by 
changing weather patterns. Bradbury will discuss current strategies to reduce carbon 
emissions and initiatives addressing energy needs in the Northwest. Oregon has the 
potential to be a leader in a more sustainable future. Bradbury will discuss Oregon’s 
path to that future. This event is a free community educational event organized by SE 
58th Avenue Resilience, with participation from Renew Oregon and 350PDX. For more 
information, contact Lynn at climaterenewal@yahoo.com.



Southeast Portland Tool 
Library Celebrates New 
Location with Open House
By Glenn Devitt, SEPTL Board 
Member

The Southeast Portland Tool Library 
(SEPTL) invites D-I-Y enthusiasts to an 
open house on Saturday, January 16, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at its new location 
in the Hinson Baptist Church, SE 20th 
and Salmon. The event also celebrates 
SEPTL’s fifth anniversary. 

SEPTL is a community resource run 
by volunteers who provide residents of 
southeast Portland with tools to perform 
home repairs, tend yard and gardens, 
maintain their bikes, build furniture, 
and take on many other projects while 
meeting and sharing knowledge with 
others. With its move, SEPTL has doubled 
its floor space, added parking, and 
streamlined operations to better serve its 
growing membership of more than 5,000 
homeowners and renters. 

Visit www.septl.org for hours of operation, 
a real-time searchable database of more 
than 1,500 available tools, and upcoming 
workshops.

Being Prepared in 2016-SNA 
EP NET Committee
By Jan Molinaro and Glenn C 
Devitt, EP Net Co-Chairs

Join us for our first meeting in 2016 on 
Tuesday, January 19, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. This will be an exciting meeting in 
many ways. First, we will be meeting at the 
Jeff Morris Fire Museum (Historic Belmont 
Firehouse) at 900 SE 35th Avenue (at 
Belmont). Second, we continue to bring 
together emergency preparedness 
neighborhood activists and NET members 
for collaboration and conversation. Third, 
for the emergency preparedness part of 
our meeting, we will focus on the basics of 
helping to get each other ready by using 
activities from “Map Your Neighborhood.” 
For updates about the NET portion of our 
meeting, check out our website.

Want to learn more? Come and join 
us. You can find updates any time on 
our website, www.sunnysideprepared.
com. Happy 2016 and let’s get prepared 
together!

Discernment Team plans 
Open House at Planned 
Neighborhood Facility
By Pat Schweibert

Discernment Team appointed by United 
Methodist District Superintendent Erin 
Martin has invited Sunnyside neighbors to 
an open house in the large building at SE 
35th and Yamhill formerly occupied by the 
Sunnyside-Centenary United Methodist 
Church. The event will be held on Saturday, 
January 30, from 2 to 5 p.m. The open 
house will include a complete tour of the 
building and presentation of emerging 
plans to remodel and revitalize the space to 
make it more accessible and available as a 
neighborhood gathering place.

The Discernment Team was formed to 
help breathe new life into the large stone 
building after the Oregon-Idaho Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church received ownership of the property 
last September. Members of the team 
face several challenges, the first being 
the need to make immediate repairs to the 
structure that will address issues of safety, 
deferred maintenance, and handicapped 
accessibility. For example, after a recent 
inspection a qualified property examiner 
has recommended that the corner tower 
be removed because of deteriorating 
conditions.

The team is also imagining a future for 
building occupancy in which several 
nonprofit organizations partner to provide 
hospitality, essential services and income 
opportunities to low-income neighborhood 
families, and in general to cultivate a 
“culture of caring” that will benefit all 
residents of the Sunnyside neighborhood.

At the open house neighbors will have an 
opportunity to learn more about the work 
of the Discernment Team and to offer 
their own comments and suggestions. 
Questions about the open house may be 
addressed to Pat Schwiebert at 503-706-
6583 or pat@tearsoup.com 

Sunnyside Environmental 
School Christmas Tree 
Recycling
By Rhonda Baker

On January 2 and 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., the Sunnyside Environmental School 
will be recycling Christmas trees and 
wreaths, turning them into mulch for our 
own gardens. Bring your tree for a $5 
donation, or for $10 we will pick it up from 
your home. This is a fundraiser for our 
GoFund, which allows ALL students to go 
on our trips. To schedule a pick-up, call 
Rhonda at 503-890-0088.

Reuse That Stuff: Give Direct
By Bonita Davis, Certified Master 
Recycler

Did a lot of new “things” come into your 
household over the holidays? Rather than 
stashing the old stuff, why not “unstuff” 
instead, giving what you no longer plan to 
use to a place where it can really do some 
good. Here are a few local organizations 
that can get your donations to those who 
can really benefit from them:

JOIN helps homeless individuals and 
families transition off the street and into 
permanent housing. Visit www.joinpdx.
org to learn how to get those no-longer-
needed blankets, jackets, adult coats, 
hats, gloves, or personal care items 
into the hands of those in need. JOIN is 
located at 1435 NE 81st Avenue, Suite 
100. Phone: 503-232-7052.

The Community Cycling Center gets 
“Pedals to People.” Donated bikes 
are evaluated, refurbished, and made 
available to individuals who otherwise 
could not afford them. Learn more at 
www.communitycyclingcenter.org or visit 
them at 1700 NE Alberta Street. Phone: 
503-287-8786.

Too many gadgets, laptops, and phones? 
Free Geek can help. Their Build Program 
refurbishes computers that can be earned 
by volunteers, donated to nonprofits 
and community change organizations, 
or sold in the thrift shop to support the 
program. Go to www.freegeek.org for 
more information or to shop online. 
Their store is located at 1731 SE 10th 
Avenue. Visit www.oregonecycles.org 
for more information about where to take 
appliances, electronics, and more.

Your donation of clean used towels 
could provide much needed comfort 
and warmth to a shelter animal. Contact 
the Oregon Humane Society (www.
oregonhumane.org, 1067 NE Columbia 
Boulevard, 503- 285-7722), Multnomah 
County Animal Shelter (www.multcopets.
org, 1700 W Columbia River Highway in 
Troutdale, 503-988-7387), or a pet welfare 
organization near you.

The Community Warehouse provides 
basic household furnishings to those 
in need. Visit the Give Guide at www.
communitywarehouse.org to learn how  
to support our local furniture bank, or  
call 503-235-8786.

More ideas? Visit www.oregonmetro.gov/
tools-living/garbage-and-recycling or  
call the Metro Recycling Hotline at  
503-234-3000. 



Happy Tree New Year!
By Gregg S. Everhart, Sunnyside 
Street Tree Team

The annual Friends of Trees (FoT) planting 
day for Sunnyside, Laurelhurst, Kerns, and 
North Tabor is Saturday, January 23. To 
volunteer to help with the planting, go to 
http://friendsoftrees.org/volunteering. If you 
missed the FoT deadline and have a space, 
it is never too late to plant a tree. It will 
take more effort (and expense) to secure 
a planting permit (free), buy and plant the 
tree yourself, but you can have a rare and 
special tree. FoT staff has outstanding 
sources in the Oregon nursery trade, but 
they cannot secure the less common or 
slower growing trees because they need to 
order certain minimum quantities. 

Diversity of species and cultivars makes 
for a more interesting and resilient urban 
forest. Here are some tree treasures not 
available through FoT that were rare or not 
found in our 2012 inventory. For planting 
strips 2.5 to 2.9 feet wide, Franklinia; 3 to 
3.9 feet wide, Franklinia and Bay Laurel; 4 
to 5.5 feet wide with overhead high voltage 
wires, Pink Dawn Chitalpa, Franklinia, Bay 
Laurel, Japanese Raisin Tree, Chinese 
Pistache, and Chinese Catalpa; 6 feet  
wide or more with wires, all of the above 
minus Franklinia.

Wide spaces without high voltage wires 
should have as large a tree as possible. 
For planting strips 4 to 5.5 feet wide, Dove 
Tree, Pacific Madrone, Pagoda Tree, 
Silverbell, and Yellowwood; 6 to 8.4 feet 
wide, add Cryptomeria, Oregon Myrtle, 
Coast Redwood, Sassafras, Columbia 
London Planetree, Monkeypuzzle, Black 
Alder, Southern and Purple Catalpa, and 
Spanish Chestnut; 8.5 feet wide, same 
as above minus Pacific Madrone and 
Silverbell and plus Baker Cypress and 
Liberty London Planetree. 

For more information, see the street 
tree lists for Sunnyside at https://
sunnysideneighborhood.wordpress.com 
trees. The next meeting of the Sunnyside 
Street Tree Team will be on Thursday, 
January 21, at 7 p.m., in the deli seating 
area at Hawthorne Fred Meyer.

January at the Belmont 
Library
By Cyndi Rosene,  
Belmont Library Assistant

Happy New Year, Sunnyside! Our 
Everybody Reads 2016 selection is The 
Book of Unknown Americans by Cristina 
Henríquez. Come in soon to pick up a copy 
(or download the e-book), and join in the 
discussions and activities. Here are some 
other January events scheduled at  
Belmont Library:

Tuesdays, January 5 and 12,  
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.: iPad  
Learn how to use your new iPad! This two-
session class covers basic layout, settings, 
apps, and more. Please bring your own 
iPad, fully charged. Registration required. 
Register online, in the library, or by calling 
503-988-5234.

New! Saturday, January 9,  
4 to 5:30 p.m.: Belmont Art Salon 
De-stress and self-express! We’ll provide a 
few basic drawing and coloring supplies, or 
you can bring your own. Drop in, have fun, 
and meet others. We’ll be trying this out 
monthly, similar to our knitting and origami 
groups.

Saturday, January 16,  
2 to 4 p.m.: Drop In and Drop Spindle 
Learn how to spin your own yarn! You’ll 
learn some spinning vocabulary and how 
to spin wool fiber into yarn using a drop 
spindle. Wool fiber and spindles provided 
if you don’t have your own. Registration 
required. Register online, in the library, or 
by calling 503-988-5234.

Tuesday, January 19, 6 to 7:30 p.m.: 
Estate Planning Workshop 
Learn the basics of wills, living trusts, 
powers of attorney, and health care 
directives with attorney and author Richard 
Schneider. Registration required. Register 
online, in the library, or by calling 503-988-
5234.

Wednesday, January 20,  
6 to 8 p.m.: Resume Help 
Struggling with writing your resume? Come 
meet with an experienced volunteer for 
one-on-one help. If you have a paper copy 
of your resume, please bring it along. 

Sunday, January 24, 2 to  
4 p.m.: Weatherization Workshop 
Learn how to make weatherization 
improvements at home whether you own or 
rent, and whether you’re in an apartment 
or house. Each income-qualified Portland 
household receives a free kit of materials. 
Register online with the Community Energy 
Project at communityenergyproject.org/
get-involved/calendar.

 

at the Terrace 
 
 

A preschool/kindergarten community in the 
Laurelhurst Village senior center at 3120 S.E. Stark Street 

 
 

Since 1999 
 
 

www.childpeace.org │ admissions@childpeace.org │ 503-222-1197 
 



The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association.
Newsletter Committee Chair: 
Lee Greer 
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www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here

...cont’d from page three.
January at the Belmont Library

Delivery Help 
Needed

Newsletter delivery is a 
fun and easy way to support 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 

Association!

Meet your neighbors and get 
exercise at the same time. 

Send email to 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com 

to find out about available routes.

Wednesday, January 27, 3 to 4:30 p.m.: 
Health Insurance Information and 
Enrollment Assistance 
If you have questions about open 
enrollment for health insurance, make an 
appointment to get them answered. Call 
503-988-5382.

For more programs and information, drop 
in and see us at Belmont Regional Library, 
1038 SE Cesar Chavez Boulevard; give 
us a call at 503-988-5382; or find us 
online at www.multcolib.org. Multnomah 
County Library programs are always free 
of charge.


