
June 2015

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted  
 
Board Planning Meeting: Location TBD  
Wednesday, June 10, 7-8 p.m.

General Meeting & Board Meeting 
Thursday, June 11, 7-9 p.m.

Crime Prevention and Livability  
Committee 
Thursday, June 11, 6:45 p.m.

Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Monday, June 8, 7:30 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness Committee  
@ Hawthorne Fred Meyer Deli Area 
Tuesday, June 16, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
@ Hawthorne Fred Meyer Deli Area 
Thursday,  June  18, 7:00 p.m.

Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

or at the Sunnyside Listserv: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SunnysideNeighborhood/

upcoMing eventS  |  June

4th - 27th - Pedalpalooza (various events)
6th - Sunnyside Compass Street  
  Painting Party
11th - Ted Talks, We Talk  
  @ Belmont Library *
11th - Portland Public Schools  
  Last Day of 2015
13th - How to Deal with a Writer, How to  
  Handle an Artist, How to Work as  
  a Team @ Belmont Library *
17th - Resume Help @ Belmont Library *

* See articles for details.

Many thank yous are due for 
neighborhood activities performed 
in May. Our neighborhood clean-up 
was a big success with more than 70 
people dropping off two and a half 
bins full of materials. There was a 
great supply of swappable stuff, too. 
Thank you to all the neighbors who 
showed up at the land use meeting, 
the general meeting, and elections 
in May. It was great to see so much 
active participation. We elected four 
members to the board of directors: 
Josh Palmer, Dan Rutzick, and I 
were re-elected, and Nola Gray was 
elected to the position vacated by 
Elena Heller. 

At our June meeting, we’ll nominate 
and elect executive positions for the 
board, and hear from the Hawthorne 
Hostel about upcoming events.

June is also Pedalpalooza in 
Portland, a three-week festival of  
bike rides and events. If you’re so 
inclined, look up the schedule  
online for some great rides. Many 
of the rides come through our 
neighborhood, so if you find yourself 
delayed by a promenade of riders, 
just relax and enjoy the spectacle of 
our great city. 

Summertime! 
By G. Summer Everhart, Sunnyside Street Tree Team

The summer solstice is a special (birth)day to me. It marks the beginning of 
summer and some of our warmest weather. Although the days are actually 
getting shorter, the air, water, and earth continue to warm and it generally 
doesn’t rain—at least until after the Fourth of July festivities. Unlike the 
Midwest and East Coast, we do not often get summer thunderstorms, so 
unless you have a completely xeriscaped garden and native trees that are 
fully established, you will need to water!

Pay particular attention to young trees that are still getting established.  
They should get at least 10 gallons of water per week. Watering can be low 
tech such as a slow drizzle from a hose, but measure the time that drizzle 
takes to fill a 5-gallon bucket twice to be sure you deliver the 10-gallon 
minimum. Filling a 5-gallon bucket with a few holes drilled in the bottom  
and letting the water seep in slowly—twice—is another easy option. 

cont’d on page two...



Friends of Trees has had good 
results with the slow release from 
plastic “treegators” (tree-irrigators). If 
your tree was balled and burlapped, 
it is particularly important not to let 
the original ball of soil dry out. There 
are higher tech “root soaker” spikes 
of metal to which a hose can be 
fastened to inject water right into the 
root ball, and “deep drip” spikes of 
plastic can be installed and used for 
several years.

Adding two or three inches of mulch 
will conserve water as well as 
reduce competition from weeds. Just 
don’t allow mulch against tree trunks 
where it might provide conditions for 
disease. If your tree suckers from 
the roots or around the base of the 
trunk, remove the growth as soon as 
possible so that energy goes to the 
trunk and branches instead. Since 
this is technically pruning, if it is a 
street tree be sure to get a permit 
from Portland Parks and Recreation 
Urban Forestry. And then relax under 
the leafy shade of the nearest tree!

Family Fun in the Sun
From Clean Energy Works

As temperatures climb, Portlanders 
head outside, typically sporting a 
big grin because the best season of 
the year is here. It’s finally summer 
in Portland! This year, Clean Energy 
Works is sponsoring Portland Parks 
and Recreation’s Summer Free For 
All: Movies in the Park, a beloved 
Portland tradition, bringing fun, free 
movies to the whole family. Snag 
a good spot at Portland parks all 
summer long for performances by 
local musicians, free popcorn, and 
great movies. Stop by the Clean 
Energy Works table to say hi and 
to learn how our nonprofit can help 
keep your home cool and your utility 
bills down this summer. We’ll be at 
Laurelhurst Park at SE Cesar Chavez 
and Stark on July 31 for a screening 
of Toy Story 2! To learn more and to 
see the full schedule of movies we’ll 
be tabling, visit cewo.org/summer. 
We’ll see you at the park!

Wild Neighbors: Ants in 
Sunnyside
By Katie Bretsch, Sunnyside 
neighbor

I’ve probably seen at least six 
different species of ants on my 
small, very urban Sunnyside lot. 
I don’t mind them outside, except 
when they start farming aphids, and 
then it’s really the aphid damage I 
hate. But I really don’t like finding 
ants in the house. Big ants in the 
house should be checked to make 
sure they aren’t carpenter ants, 
which can do an amazing amount 
of damage to wooden structures. 
Carpenter ants make their living out 
of sight, for the most part. The little 
sugar ants are much bolder. I use 
three eco-friendly methods against 
sugar ants. 

The first method is a simple spray of 
one part white vinegar to one part 
water, which I also use for general 
surface cleaning. Spray it on the 
ants and their trails. They don’t like 
it, and it cleans away the formic acid 
scent trails by which they navigate.

The second method is this reliable, 
eco-friendly ant bait recipe: Combine 
1/3 cup honey, 1/3 cup water, and 
1/2 teaspoon boric acid powder (or 
laundry borax powder). Heat and stir 
this mixture in a glass or steel pan 
until the boric acid dissolves. Let 
cool. It keeps indefinitely if capped 
or covered. Put a small amount of 
bait where ants appear. If kids or 
animals are at risk of sampling the 
bait, cover it with an overturned tin 
can or improvise a protective, but  
not ant-proof, enclosure. Ants will 
not die immediately. They will eat 
the bait and then take it back to the 
hive and feed it to others, resulting 
in colony collapse. Some eggs may 
survive and hatch out in about two 
weeks. Just keep putting out the  
bait whenever you see ants.  
You are unlikely to need more than 
two or three rounds. Boric acid is 
available from pharmacies or at 
Asian groceries. Borax powder is 
available as a laundry additive at 
most grocery stores.

The third method is to dust laundry 
borax powder into cracks and 
crevices where ants come in. This is 
often enough to discourage them.

June at the Belmont Library
By Cyndi Rosene,tBelmont  
Library Assistant

“Having fun isn’t hard/ When you’ve 
got a library card.” ~Marc Brown, 
“Library Card” (Arthur). There will 
be plenty of fun to go around for all 
ages when Summer Reading begins 
on June 12. And here are some 
additional June events at Belmont 
Library:

Wednesday, June 3, 6 to 7:30 
p.m., “The Biblio Philes: A Book-
Lover’s Guide to MyMCL”

This hands-on workshop explores 
MyMCL for book lovers. Create 
personalized lists for you and your 
friends, add your own reviews, save 
titles to shelves and much more. 
Registration required. Register 
online, in the library, or by calling 
503-988-5234.

Thursday, June 11, 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m., “TED Talks, We Talk: Wade 
Davis: Dreams from Endangered 
Cultures”

With stunning photos and stories, 
National Geographic Explorer Wade 
Davis celebrates the extraordinary 
diversity of the world’s indigenous 
cultures, which are disappearing 
from the planet at an alarming rate. 
Watch the video with us and stay for 
a conversation.

Saturday, June 13, 3 to 4 p.m., 
“How to Deal with a Writer, How 
to Handle an Artist, How to Work 
as a Team” 

Paul Tobin and Ben Dewey, the 
writer/artist team behind the amazing 
I Was the Cat, discuss their road 
to publication, including how they 
work together as a writer/artist team, 
what goes into making a successful 
graphic novel, and why cats are 
simultaneously the most loved and 
most hated creatures of all time.

...cont’d from page one.
Summertime! 



Wednesday, June 17, 6 to 8 p.m., 
“Resume Help”

Come meet with an experienced 
volunteer for one-on-one help. 
Registration required. Register for 
a 30-minute session online, in the 
library, or by calling 503-988-5234.

For more programs and information, 
please drop in to see us at Belmont 
Regional Library, 1038 SE Cesar 
Chavez Boulevard; give us a call 
at 503-988-5382; or find us online 
at www.multcolib.org. Multnomah 
County Library programs are always 
free of charge.

Recycling Tip of  
the Month: Books
By Bonita Davis, Certified Master 
Recycler and Sunnyside Neighbor

Time to part with some of your 
books? It can be hard to do, but 
knowing the books are back in 
circulation can make it possible to 
let them go. Some suggestions for 
passing the books on: Ask your local 
senior center, care facility, coffee 
shop, laundry, church, or office with 
a waiting area if there is interest 
in some of your titles. Host a book 
exchange party, or find a Little Free 
Library in a nearby yard and donate a 
book or two. Consider a yard sale. 

Help your community by giving to 
the following organizations (the 
websites listed explain the mission of 
these organizations and the types of 
donations they are seeking):

• Friends of the Library, www.friends-
library.org, has a library shop and 
book drives that help fund and 
support Multnomah County Library 
programs.

• The Tidal Wave, 216 NE Knott, 
www.multcolib.org, sells discarded 
books from the library as well as 
CDs, DVDs, and magazines.

• Children’s Book Bank, 1728 NE 
Glisan, www.childrensbookbank.
org, provides free books to low-
income pre-school children.

• Discover Books Drop Box, 2825 E 
Burnside, www.discoverbooks.com, 
donates, resells, and  
recycles books.

• Local thrifts such as Goodwill, 
Salvation Army, William Temple 
House, and Deseret Industries 
resell books to help support their 
charitable missions.

Make some money by selling 
your books to local independent 
booksellers: Hawthorne Boulevard 
Books at 3129 SE Hawthorne, 
Paper Moon Books at 4707 SE 
Belmont, Powell’s Books at 3723 
SE Hawthorne, and Longfellow’s 
Books at 1401 SE Division will help 
you determine if your books have 
resale potential and can guide you 
on appraisals of old and rare books. 
Ebay is another popular alternative 
for book sales. Sites such as  
www.vintage-books.com,  
www.bookfinder.com, or  
www.abebooks.com are  
worth checking out.

If your books have been damaged 
and need to be recycled, Far West 
Recycling at 4930 SE 26th will 
accept them for paper recycling. 
Books cannot be recycled curbside.

Sunnyside’s Spring  
Flowering Tree Walk
By Tara Weidner, Sunnyside 
Street Tree Team 

In the interest of increasing 
biodiversity and thus resilience 
to disease, the Sunnyside Street 
Tree Team (S2T2) put on a Spring 
Flowering Tree event in April. 
This Arbor Month event was co-
sponsored by Portland Urban 
Forestry and the Belmont Library. 
About 15 people attended the event 
that started at the library, where 
Gregg Everhart gave an informative 
presentation on flowering trees, 
followed by a tree walk to see many 
specimens throughout the Sunnyside 
neighborhood. The Spring Flowering 
Tree handout, including maps of 
the tree walks east and west of 
SE Cesar Chavez Boulevard, can 
be found on the S2T2 webpage. 



Tree Walk participants contrasting sizable white and red horse chestnut trees visible near  
SE 34th Avenue and Main Street.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association.
Newsletter Committee Chair: 
Lee Greer 
Editor: Tony Jordan   
Newsletter Volunteers: Diana 
Deumling, Gwyneth Van Buskirk 
Levi Ness 
 

Tony Jordan ............................................ President 
Lee Greer ........................................Vice-President        
Lorraine Henriques  ................................ Secretary
Josh Palmer............................................ Treasurer
Jeff Cole .................................... Member-At-Large
Reuben Deumling ...................... Member-At-Large   
Nola Gray .................................. Member-At-Large
Dan Rutzick  .............................. Member-At-Large
Hannah Day-Kapell  .................. Member-At-Large

www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here

The information provides attractive 
alternatives to the rose family of 
flowering trees that includes cherry, 
plum, and hawthorn so prevalent on 
our neighborhood streets. If you are 
interested in joining the tree team, 
details about our monthly meeting and 
other information can be found on our 
website, as noted in our new logo.

...cont’d from page three.
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