
March 2015

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted  
 
General Meeting & Board Meeting 
Thursday, March 12, 7-9 p.m.

Crime Prevention and Livability  
Committee 
Thursday, March 12, 6:45 p.m.

Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Monday, March 9, 7:30 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness Committee  
@ SEUL Garden Room (downstairs) 
Tuesday, March 17, 7:00 p.m.

Sunnyside Street Tree Team (S2T2)  
@ Hawthorne Fred Meyer Deli Area 
Thursday,  March 19, 7:00 p.m.

Graffiti Clean-up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
Tony Jordan, SNA President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

or at the Sunnyside Listserv: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SunnysideNeighborhood/

upcoMing eventS  |  March

7th - Tax Talk @ Belmont Library *
12th - Speaking of Music: Argentine 
  Tango in the 21st Century 
  @ Belmont Library *
14th - Social Media and Networking  
  @ Belmont Library *
19th - TED Talks, We Talk  
  @ Belmont Library *
21st	 -	 Seismic	Retrofitting	 
  @ Belmont Library *
22nd - Basics of Residential Solar  
  Workshop @ Belmont Library *
28th - Introduction to Birdwatching  
  @ Belmont Library *
29th - Growing Seeds for your Garden  
  @ Belmont Library *
* See articles for details.

It might only be March, but May 
is just around the corner and in 
May we have two of the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood Association’s big 
events.

On May 9th at St. Stephen Church, 
the SNA will host the annual 

neighborhood cleanup.  Get rid 
of those items cluttering up your 
garage, yard, or house while saving 
a trip out to the transfer station. 
Thank you to the folks who organize 
this event every year; it is a great 
service.

Get in Shape for the 
Affordable Care Act’s  
New Tax Requirements
By Eldora Tran, Enrolled Agent and 
ACA Specialist, H&R Block  

Taxpayers expect to get health 
care advice from their doctors and 
mothers. They may not expect health 
insurance advice from tax advisors. 
That is the new reality under the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA), which 
made health care a tax issue. 
Qualifying	taxpayers	get	financial	
help for their health insurance 
premiums through a premium tax 
credit. Taxpayers without health 
insurance pay a penalty or, if they 
qualify, claim an exemption on their 
tax return. 

Taxpayers can prepare for the 
Affordable Care Act’s impact with 
these helpful tips:

1. Understand what the ACA 
requires in the taxpayer’s 
unique situation. 
The ACA will affect every 
taxpayer, but not in the same way 
or to the same degree. Anyone 
who enrolled in a federal or state 
Marketplace health insurance 
plan, like Healthcare.gov or 
Cover Oregon, and received 
the Advance Premium Tax 
Credit to help lower the cost of 
their monthly premium will have 
to reconcile the advance and 
determine if they can claim an 
additional Premium Tax Credit on 
their return or if they must repay 
some or the entire advance. 

2. Prepare documents. 
Taxpayers who enrolled in a 
Marketplace insurance plan will 
receive a new form called the 
1095-A. They will need this form 
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to	file	their	tax	return	 
and reconcile their Premium  
Tax Credit.  
 
Taxpayers without health 
insurance may be able to claim 
an exemption on their tax return 
due	to	personal,	financial	or	
medical hardships. 

3. Calculate the effect the ACA 
will have on a tax refund. 
For those that did not get 
health insurance in 2014, the 
penalty is whichever amount is 
greater: $95 per adult member 
of a household or 1 percent of 
household taxable income less 
the	taxpayer’s	filing	threshold.	
This surprises a lot of people.

4. Enroll in coverage for 2015 to 
avoid steeper penalties. 
The penalties for taxpayers 
without insurance will increase 
over the next two years. In 2015, 
the tax penalty will increase to 
$325 per adult or 2 percent of 
household income less the  
filing	threshold.	

This Month at the  
Belmont Library
By Cyndi Rosene, Belmont  
Library Assistant

Looking for a good reason to step 
out of winter hibernation mode? 
Here’s one: Belmont Library has 
a tremendous selection of adult 
programs in March!

Saturday. March 7, 3 to 4 p.m. 
“Tax Talk”    
H&R Block will offer general tax 
advice and answer tax related 
questions. Registration required*

Thursday. March 12, 6 to 7 p.m. 
“Speaking of Music: Argentine 
Tango in the 21st Century” 
Dr. Morgan Luker will provide an 
overview	of	significant	trends	in	
contemporary tango music and 
highlight how they are connected to 
broader developments in Argentine 
culture and history.

Saturday, March 14, 3 to 5 p.m. 
“Social Media and Networking” 
This interactive workshop will cover 
the importance of networking and 
utilizing social media during the job 
search.

Thursday, March 19, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. “TED Talks, We Talk 
– Matthieu Ricard: How to Let 
Altruism be Your Guide”  
What is altruism? Put simply, it’s the 
wish that other people be happy. 
It’s also a great lens for making 
decisions. Watch the video with 
us and stay for a conversation 
afterwards.

Saturday, March 21, 3 to 5 p.m. 
“Seismic Retrofitting” 
Learn the basics of installing 
a	seismic	retrofit,	whether	it’s	
something you’d like to do yourself, 
or just to understand the basic 
principles. Registration required*

Sunday, March 22, 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
“Basics of Residential Solar 
Workshop” 
Learn why solar is a smart choice  
for Oregon. Registration required*

Saturday, March 28, 2:30 to 4 p.m. 
“Introduction to Birdwatching” 
Jens Tomas Larsen will share 
photos of common birds in Portland, 
printed and online resources, and 
best tips to a spectacular birding 
experience.

Sunday. March 29, 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
“Growing Seeds for Your Garden 
and Your Community” 
Learn to grow and harvest your own 
vegetable seeds. Seed swap after 
workshop!

32nd Annual Hawthorne 
Boulevard Business 
Association Banquet a 
Success!
By Don Mack, SNA Liaison 
to Hawthorne Blvd. Business 
Association

The Hawthorne Boulevard Business 
Association (HBBA) recently held its 
32nd Annual Banquet. It was great 
to see so many businesses along 
Hawthorne Blvd. represented. 

The following awards were 
presented: 

• The Venerable Award to Western 
Seminary 

• The Iconic Award to Fred Meyer 
• The Sustainable Award  to 

Portland Hawthorne Hostel
Newly elected board members 
were announced. There was a 
silent auction to support Boy Scout 
Troop #25’s display of American 
flags	along	Hawthorne	on	special	
occasions and to help them attend 
the National Jamboree. HBBA also 
donated $500 to the Children’s 
Club. A student design contest was 
discussed for the promotional poster 
for the Hawthorne Street Fair, which 
will occur on Sunday, August 16 
this year. The banquet provided a 
great venue for business networking 
and we enjoyed music by the 
Dreadnaughts. 

...cont’d from page one.
Winter Tree Pruning Workshop  
in Sunnyside



Recycling Tip of the Month: 
Mattresses
By Bonita Davis, Master Recycler

What do you do with that mattress 
that you no longer need? Consider 
these environmentally friendly and 
responsible options:

First, if purchasing a new mattress, 
ask about trading in your old one. 
Companies often contract with 
businesses that refurbish, recycle, 
or reuse the mattresses by donating 
them to charities.

Secondly,	donate	it	to	a	non-profit.	
Good, clean, newer mattresses 
that are free from rips, stains, water 
or other damage can be donated. 
Search on google for “oregon metro 
find	a	recycler”	and	click	on	the	first	
link. Type in your zip code and the 
key	word	“mattresses”	to	find	nearby	
options under the recycling or the 
reuse/donate tabs. Always check the 
donation criteria (including size, age, 
and condition) before attempting to 
donate. Organizations such as The 
Community Warehouse at 3961 NE 
Martin Luther King Boulevard, www.
communitywarehouse.org, will have a 
guide for donating on their webpage. 

Among the organizations that will 
pick up mattresses are the Salvation 
Army; go to www.satruck for details, 
and Veterans Charities, Inc. at  
www.finderskeepersthriftship.com,	 
or 503-762-2202.

PJ’s Sleep Shop at 1625 SE 
Hawthorne Boulevard can accept 
dropped off pieces including box 
springs	for	a	small	fee.	Call	first	to	
learn more at 503 232 5222.

Time for the mattress to go to the 
landfill?	Call	your	local	hauler.	Fees	
for a mattress vary from $10 to $20. 
Items can be placed next to your roll 
carts on your scheduled pickup day.

Sunnyside Tree Doings 
By Lee Greer, Sunnyside Street 
Tree Team (S2T2)

Thanks to Friends of Trees and their 
volunteers who planted 36 trees in 
our neighborhood on January 24th. 
And thanks to those residents who 
arranged to have these trees on their 
parking strips.

The Sunnyside Street Tree Team 
(S2T2) has tagged 124 trees in the 
general area around Sunnyside 
School. These are young trees that 
could use some pruning, and by the 
time you read this, they will have 
been pruned at a pruning workshop 
on February 21, sponsored by S2T2 
and Portland Park and Recreation 
Urban Forestry. Owners of tagged 
trees could opt out by taking off the 
orange tags. Pruning trees when 
they’re young is easy and it helps to 
avoid later problems, such as low 
branches being broken by trucks.

The Tree-of-Heaven Project 
continues to educate residents 
about this invasive and destructive 
species. Jake Watts, a Sunnyside 
neighbor, has computerized the data 
from our summer inventory and has 
produced some wonderful maps 
showing where the tree is growing in 
Sunnyside. If you would like a map, 
e-mail S2T2@googlegroups.com 
and we will e-mail you one. 

Save the Date!
Sunnyside Spring 
Neighborhood 
Clean Up
When: 9 May 2015,  
 Saturday, 9-12. 
Where: St Stephen Catholic  
 Church parking lot  
 @ Taylor & 42nd 
What: Mixed residential waste,  
 noncommercial yard  
 debris

More details coming next month!
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wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here
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A few days later, on May 14th, will 
be the annual general membership 
meeting and board elections. If 
you’ve wanted to serve on the SNA 
board or you know someone who 
would be a good representative, 
the March and April meetings are a 
great chance to attend, see what the 
SNA is all about, and ask questions 
of current board members. There 
will be four board positions up for 
election (or re-election) on May 14th 
and it’s always good to have a wide 
variety of candidates to choose from!

Finally, Robert McCullough, chair of 
Southeast Uplift, will be attending 
our meetings on March 12th. You 
may know Robert’s name from 
the newspaper; he has been quite 
active in the street fee debate and 
in	citywide	conversations	about	infill	
projects and home demolitions. If 
you have questions or comments for 
Robert or the Southeast Uplift board, 
this is a great opportunity.


