
November 2016

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted 

General and Board Meeting 
Thursday, November 10, 7-9 p.m.
Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Tuesday, November 1, 7-8 p.m.
Sunnyside Prepared 
Tuesday, November 15, 10-11:30 a.m.  
@ Jeff Morris Fire Museum,  
SE 35th and Belmont
Graffiti Clean-Up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047

Neighborhood News
By Tony Jordan, Sunnyside Neighborhood Association President

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

Upcoming Events | November
7th – SES Playground Dinner Potluck,  
        6:00 p.m. @ Sunnyside Community  
        House *
8th – Portland Oregon Paper Shapers,  
        1:30-4:30 p.m. @ Belmont Library*
8th – Belmont Knit Fix, 3:30-5:30 p.m.  
        @ Belmont Library*
10th - NaNoWriMo Write In, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
         @ Belmont Library*
15th – NaNoWriMo Write In, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
          @ Belmont Library*
16th – Resume Help, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  
          @ Belmont Library*
20th – NaNoWriMo Write In, 3:00-5:00 p.m.  
          @ Belmont Library*
22nd – Belmont Knit Fix, 3:30-5:30 p.m.  
          @ Belmont Library*
26th – NaNoWriMo Write In, 3:00-5:00 p.m.  
          @ Belmont Library*
30th – The Music and Life of Prince,  
          6:00-7:30 p.m. @ Belmont Library*
* See articles for details

Longtime readers of this newsletter may 
remember that a few years back the 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 
commissioned a neighborhood sign to be 
built and installed at the corner of SE 34th 
and Stark. We received several designs 
and chose a kinetic sign designed and 
built by neighbor Bill Stites. Unfortunately, 
we ran into permitting issues with the 
city concerning whether the base for 
the sign (on the Laurelhurst Village site) 
would be sufficient to support the sign. 
The saga has spanned several board 
elections and serves as a cautionary tale 
for any volunteer organization. Various 
appropriate adages apply: “measure 
twice, cut once” and “no good deed goes 
unpunished” come to mind.

But there is hope! Bill entered discussions 
with Pat Schwiebert (whose praises 

I can’t sing highly enough) from the 
Sunnyside Community House about 
placing the sign along the wall at SE 35th 
and Yamhill. In October, the SNA board 
approved a plan to install the sign on the 
west facing stairwell wall, at the sidewalk 
along SE 35th. They further plan to have 
a mural designed and painted to surround 
the sign. I won’t be the only community 
member happy to see this project come 
to completion.

Our community organizations are driven 
by the volunteers who participate in 
them. Initiatives and goals can be set, 
but it takes the real perseverance and 
attention of neighbors to make things 
happen. A project that seems forgotten 
can often be revived with work and a few 
email messages. What do you want to see 
accomplished in Sunnyside? 

SES Playground Dinner Potluck
By Josh Palmer

On Monday, November 7, at 6 p.m. 
there will be a dinner at the Sunnyside 
Community House (3520 SE Yamhill) to 
discuss current issues surrounding the 
Sunnyside Environmental School shared 
use park space. The meal will be served 
by Pat Schwiebert and students from 
SES. A free will donation will be taken to 
cover costs. For event details or to RSVP 
(to help with food estimates), contact the 
Community House at 503-706-6583 and 
ask for Pat.

The basic intent of this meeting is listening 
to and discussing various viewpoints on 
the state of the park over a shared meal. 
As most of the neighborhood knows, 
this is a passionate subject; however, 
it doesn’t have to polarize us, so please 
come and participate to find out why your 
neighbor thinks differently than you do and 
respect them for it. Hopefully a relaxed 
atmosphere, small discussion groups, 
and a larger closing discussion will bring 
forth a positive outcome.



Traffic Safety Solutions
By Neil Heller, Co-chair, SNA Land Use & Transportation Committee

Crime Prevention Resource 
Sheet
By Jan Molinaro

This crime prevention resource sheet was 
developed by Jan Molinaro, Sunnyside 
Prepared! SNA Committee co-chair and 
the City of Portland Crime Prevention 
Program: http://www.portlandoregon.
gov/oni/article/589000. Print copies for 
your friends and family as a most useful 
list of phone numbers and websites for 
all kinds of reporting. Consider using the 
resources on this list instead of simply 
calling 911. For a non-emergency crime, 
call the resource number (503-823-3333) 
and file a report using the online crime 
reporting website.

Following September’s Land Use and 
Transportation Committee meeting, 
which focused on street safety solutions 
for upper Hawthorne, members of the 
SNA board have continued to work with 
Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) 
and other safety advocates to address 
concerns. This included a presentation 
from neighborhood resident Gwen Shaw, 
a traffic engineer and also a volunteer 
with Better Block PDX, to learn more 
about low-cost, flexible solutions that are 
intended to inform long-term permanent 
solutions. 

The ongoing conversation with PBOT 
resulted in a proposed reconfiguration 
for SE 43rd and Hawthorne that PBOT 
has said is to be built in the coming 
weeks. The reconfiguration calls for a 

new crosswalk and raised pedestrian 
refuge island in the median. In order to 
respond promptly so construction can 
start without delay, the SNA board held 
a special meeting to discuss and vote on 
supporting the proposal. Our Land Use 
and Transportation Committee board 
members also met with several adjacent 
business owners to gain further insight on 
how the new coanfiguration might affect 
their businesses. The adjacent business 
owners we spoke with acknowledge the 
difference the impromptu memorial made 
and are very much in support of the new 
permanent proposal and look forward to 
improved safety. 

In addition to supporting prompt safety 
improvements at this intersection, the 
board urged PBOT to maintain ongoing 

conversations with the neighborhood to 
explore additional low-cost, flexible options 
for other portions of upper Hawthorne. The 
main idea is that safety improvements and 
new street configurations can be tested 
and refined before large outlays of capital 
are dispensed. The most visible example 
of such an approach was demonstrated 
by the DIY action that stood not just as 
a memorial but also as a highly effective 
traffic calming measure. 

Ultimately, the goal is to create a pathway 
in which PBOT is able to sanction 
neighborhood-led implementation of low-
cost, flexible strategies that can happen 
quickly for self-identified areas of safety 
concern.

Sustainability Tips: Storing Outdoor Furniture
By Bonita Davis

Reluctant to put away the balcony, deck, 
or patio furniture for the season? It is 
inevitable that the rains will come with our 
northwest winter weather. Oregon’s rainy 
winters are good for developing mold and 
mildew on fabrics, plastics, and wood, 
and rust on metal outdoor furniture. Here 
are a few tips from the experts to prevent 
a mildew surprise in the spring and losing 
your investment to a landfill:

Flower pots: Brush out empty pots and 
store in a dry place. If too large to store 
inside, turn upside down to prevent water 
from collecting, freezing, and cracking the 
pots.

Furniture: Read the manufacturer’s care 
recommendations on the label. Outdoor 
cushions, fabric chairs, or umbrellas can 
be brushed clean (mildew grows on loose 
dirt and can invade the fabric), removing 
stains if possible, and when completely 
dried, stored inside. Storing furniture 

in plastic, but with room to breathe, will 
protect from insects and moisture. Even 
if using a garage or shed, consider 
draping dry furniture with a tarp. If storing 
outside is the only option, dry the furniture 
thoroughly, wrap in a plastic cover, and 
secure at the bottom. An upside-down 
bowl or ball under the cover will help keep 
water from pooling on the top surface 
and inviting leaks. Hammocks and chair 
covers can shrink if not stored on their 
frames. Fabric cushions should always be 
cleaned and stored indoors. 

Find more excellent tips for caring for 
outdoor furniture and camping gear at: 
www.rei.com/learn/expert-advice, http://
gardenc lub.homedepot .com/c lean-
and-store-your-outdoor-furniture/, and 
http://www.joann.com/on/demandware.
static/Sites-JoAnn-Site/Sites- joann-
project-catalog/-/images/hi-res/project/
pdf/482302OutdoorCanvasGuide.pdf.



 

at the Terrace 
 
 

A preschool/kindergarten community in the 
Laurelhurst Village senior center at 3120 S.E. Stark Street 

 
 

Since 1999 
 
 

www.childpeace.org │ admissions@childpeace.org │ 503-222-1197 
 

Delivery Help Needed
Newsletter delivery is a fun and easy 

way to support the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood Association!

Meet your neighbors and get 
exercise at the same time. 

Send email to 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com 

to find out about available routes.

We welcome all to our monthly meetings; 
there is so much happening around 
emergency preparedness all year-
round here in Portland. We have been 
busy integrating the committee work 
we do with other local neighborhoods 
and city agencies, the intent being to 
share our experiences and expertise 
with others doing similar work. Since 
Glenn and I are both trained as Portland 

NET (Neighborhood Emergency Team) 
members, we are able to use our expertise 
and training to link to many diverse groups 
and individuals. Join us at our next monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, November 15, from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Jeff Morris Fire 
Museum, SE 35th and Belmont. Come and 
learn about our work and become a part of 
our team. 

What’s Happening At The Belmont Library?
By Cyndi Rosene 

Update from Sunnyside Prepared! Committee 
By Jan Molinaro and Glenn Devitt

Sunnyside Environmental School is in dire 
need of a new piano. The piano currently in 
use is missing keys, is out of tune, and has 
really seen better days. It is very difficult to 
play in its present state and unfortunately 
is not worth the time or money to fix and 
bring back to life. 

Do you have a piano that’s taking up space 
in your living room and isn’t being played 

anymore? Perhaps you’re moving soon 
and don’t want to take it with you. SES is 
looking for a donation of an upright piano 
in good working condition that hasn’t been 
damaged and has plenty of life left in it. If 
you’re a piano mover, perhaps you would 
consider donating your services to move 
a piano. If you have questions or want 
additional information, contact Annette 
Shaff-Palmer at 503-287-1515.

Donate that Piano to SES?
By Josh Palmer

Another year has nearly passed and you 
still haven’t gotten around to writing your 
Great American Novel? We’ll be hosting 
Come Write In events for National Novel 
Writing Month in November. NaNoWriMo 
is for anyone who has ever thought 
about writing a novel. Join hundreds 
of thousands of budding authors who 
promise to write 50,000 words in 30 days!

Come Write In at Belmont Library:

• Thursday, November 10, 6 to 8 p.m.

• Tuesday, November 15, 6 to 8 p.m.

• Sunday, November 20, 3 to 5 p.m.

• Saturday, November 26, 3 to 6 p.m.

For more NaNoWriMo events at other 
Multnomah County Library branches, 
visit https://multcolib.org/events/national-
novel-writing-month.

Also in November at Belmont Library:

Wednesday, November 16, 5 to 7 p.m., 
Resume Help

Meet with an experienced volunteer for 
one-on-one help. Bring a paper copy of 
your resume if you have one. First come, 
first served.

Wednesday, November 30, 6 to 7:30 
p.m., The Music and Life of Prince

Explore the impact of Prince’s music on 
the world through the examination of 
his life and musical upbringing. Music, 
writings, and interviews will be included in 
the lecture. Participants will also explore 
Hoopla, a library media streaming service, 
and how to access Prince’s music through 
this online platform. Made possible by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
Fund of the Library Foundation. 
Registration opens November 9; register 
online, in the library, or by calling 503-
988-5234.

And our ongoing monthly groups:

Portland Oregon Paper Shapers, 
Sunday, November 13, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Belmont Knit Fix, Tuesdays, November 
8 and 22, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

For more programs and information, drop 
in and see us at Belmont Regional Library, 
1038 SE Cesar Chavez Boulevard; give 
us a call at 503-988-5382; or find us 
online at www.multcolib.org. Multnomah 
County Library programs are always free 
of charge.



The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association.
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Neil Heller  
Editor: Tony Jordan  
Newsletter Volunteers: Diana 
Deumling, Gwyneth Van Buskirk 
Matt Berggren 
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Hannah Day-Kapell ........................ Vice-President 
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www.SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here

Advertise 
With Us.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood Newsletter 
is a great way to advertise in your 
neighborhood. Please email us at  

newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com 
more information. 

 
 
 
 
 


