
April 2018

Meeting Schedule 
Meetings at Southeast Uplift unless noted 

Board Meeting 
Thursday, April 12th & May 10th, 7-9 p.m.
Land Use & Transportation Committee 
Tuesday, March 6th & May 1st, 7-8 p.m.
Sunnyside Prepared! 
Thursday, May 17, 7-8:80 p.m.
Graffiti Clean-Up 
2nd & 4th Saturdays, weather permitting.  
Call 503-235-5047
Sunnyside Foot Patrol
Every Monday, 7 p.m., Meet at Sunnyside 
School basketball courts
Open Instrumental
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., Sunnyside 
Community House

Neighborhood News
By Hannah Day-Kapell, Sunnyside Neighborhood Association Chair

SUNNYSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
SunnysideNeighborhood.com 

Upcoming Events | April 
5th – Tech Help, 5:30-7:30 p.m. @ Belmont 
Library*

7th – Tech Help, 12-2 p.m. @ Belmont Library*

12th – Tech Help, 5:30-7:30 p.m. @ Belmont 
Library*

14th – Tech Help, 12-2 p.m. @ Belmont Library*

22nd – Resume Help, 1-3 p.m. @ Belmont 
Library* 

26th – Making the Most of Social Security, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. @ Belmont Library* 

28th – Anyone’s Domain 2018: A Writing Work-
shop, 2-5 p.m. @ Belmont Library*

29th – Gmail and Google Tools, 1-3 p.m. @ 
Belmont Library*

May
8th – Sunnyside Piazza Fundraiser, 5-10 p.m., @ 
Straight from New York Pizza*

* See articles for details

Many thanks to the folks who contributed articles to the newsletter! We got a lot of 
great ideas for articles: updates from local businesses, land use and transportation 
news, neighborhood history, gardening tips, and many more. We can always use more 
articles and guest writers! Please email us at newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.
com if you might be interested in helping us write an article.

At our March board meeting, we heard from a neighborhood watch group and our 
neighbors at Boys & Girls Aid. We voted to support the Richmond Neighborhood 
Association’s movie at Sewallcrest Park, which will show Kubo and the Two Strings on 
August 10th. Join us for the next meeting on Thursday, April 12th. Also save the date 
for the 2018 board elections, which will be held on May 10th.

Springtime and emergency preparedness...small steps
By Jan Molinaro, co-chair Sunnyside NET Assistant Team Leader 
(ATL), Sunnyside Prepared! 

Happy spring. It’s yet another day and another season to be prepared for emergencies, 
both big and little. This month, think about the little things and actions you can take to 
be more prepared and more resilient.

Being prepared also means being organized, even if that’s not usually the way you live 
your life. Being prepared is very different for all of us. What does it look like for you? 
Today is always a good day to get started. Tomorrow, too!

A few tiny tips to get you started:

• Designate someone out-of-state (actually, not living on the west coast) as your 
emergency contact on your cell phone. Use ICE (in case of emergency) for this 
person. Let them know you will try to text them (texting may be available for a while 
longer when the phone lines are down) if there is an emergency.

• Have some cash in small bills in your grab and go emergency bag

• Share your emergency plans with friends and neighbors

• Do your emergency prep with a buddy and check in with each other frequently

Happy planning and cheers for all the small steps that will help you be more prepared, 
not scared.



 
 
 
 
 

Donations & Volunteers Needed for the 2018 Sunnyside Piazza Event on June 2nd
By Tiffany Conklin and Erika Galt

Summer is just around the corner, and in 
the Sunnyside neighborhood that means 
it is time for the annual Sunnyside Piazza 
sunflower re-painting! We are excited to 
continue an almost 20 year tradition of 
community volunteers coming to together 
to maintain the intersection of SE 33rd & 
Yamhill as a valuable community landmark. 
The sunflower acts as more than just a 
piece of art; it is also a community-building 
hub that provides a unique space for public 
art in the city. This project has also been 
credited with reducing the traffic speed 
at the intersection and enhancing overall 
safety in the area. The sunflower repaint is 
a treasured tradition, and the community’s 
assistance is vital to the continuation of 
this project. For 3 years now, the Portland 
Street Art Alliance and neighbors in 

the area have organized the event. It is 
made possible with financial support from 
neighbors and local businesses. The 
paint costs $1000 each year, and the rest 
of the supplies (new roller pads, brushes, 
barricade rentals, etc.) cost a few hundred 
more. Please consider making a tax-
deductible donation online at https://www.
gofundme.com/SunnysidePDX2018. 
Every little bit truly helps! 

The annual Pizza Party Fundraiser will 
be held at Straight from New York Pizza 
(3330 SE Belmont) on Tuesday, May 8th 
from 5 p.m. – 10 p.m. 30% of all proceeds 
that night go towards the sunflower, so 
come out and have pizza and beers with 
us, or take a pie to go. Make a night out of 
it and your family and friends!

For those of you wanting to get more 
involved, we need help managing the 
painting event. The Friday before the 
intersection has to be prepared for painting 
(power-washing, sweeping, event staging). 
On the main painting day, Saturday June 
2nd 2018, we need assistance managing 
paint distribution, kid activities, and clean-
up. If you’re interested in lending a helping 
hand this year and joining the coordinating 
team, please email SunnysidePiazza@
gmail.com.

You can also follow Sunnyside Piazza 
on Facebook and Instagram (@
SunnysidePiazza) for updates and news. 
Keep on the Sunnyside!

Sunnyside Community House Update
By Pat Schwiebert

Sunnyside Community House continues 
to serve our neighbors living on the street 
and those marginalized by fixed and/or 
low incomes. We are trying to be part of 
the solution rather than just continuing 
the problem. We opened an emergency 
shelter on the 10 days these past three 
months when the temperature dropped 
below 32 degrees. The shelter was staffed 
by neighbors and community house folks 
wanting to make sure everyone had a place 
to get in out of the cold.  We did not register 
it with 211, but rather wanted to make sure 
we were able to be available for those 
with whom we already had relationships 
within the Sunnyside neighborhood. Our 
experience has shown us that quality is 
more important than quantity. 65 persons 
was the most we handled in a single night. 
Our guests were offered a warm meal, 
shower and a warm place to sleep. We 
experienced no problems.  

One of the real issues we experience is an 
abundance of trash that litters our streets. 
Sunnyside Community House now has 
two dumpsters available for our guests to 
unload their garbage. At least once a week 
we have volunteers picking up trash in the 
neighborhood. We have implemented a 
GIVE AND GET program where they give 
us their wet /dirty sleeping bag or hoodie 

and we give them a clean one. This is to 
reduce the amount of soiled but reusable 
items left on the streets. Many neighbors 
have donated warm clothes and other 
needed supplies and we thank them for 
that. Showers are available Tuesdays 
1 – 4 p.m. primarily for veterans, and for 
others on Wednesdays 1 – 7 p.m. and 
Saturdays 1 – 4 p.m.

Sharps containers are now located in all 
bathrooms and shower. Additional Sharps 
containers are attached to the fence 
across the street by the park.

Folks have been told that if they see my 
white van marked “Peace House” that they 
are welcomae to come in to the church to 
use the bathroom.

If we see someone camping by the school 
we encourage them to find another place 
to set up camp. We have talked with the 
police about where to suggest they go, 
but they, like us, have no good solutions 
currently available. We know this problem 
will not end soon. We remain open 
to dialogue with our neighbors as we 
continue to address this issue. Please call 
or text Pat Schwiebert at (503) 706-6583 
or email her at pat@tearsoup.com with 
comments or suggestions.



What’s Happening At The Belmont Library?
By Cyndi Rosene 
Hey Sunnyside musicians, we want to hear 
your music! The Library Music Project 
is a new online platform that showcases 
and shares current local music for free. 
The goal of the Library Music Project 
is to help new audiences discover the 
wealth of today’s local music and inspire 
the creativity of tomorrow. Go to https://
librarymusicproject.com/ to get started.

Thursday April 5 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Saturday April 7 12-2 p.m., Thursday 
April 12 5:30-7:30 p.m., Saturday April 
14 12-2 p.m., Tech Help

Meet one-on-one with a friendly, 
knowledgeable Tech Helper who will 
assist you with mobile devices, websites, 
downloading, e-readers and more. If you 
need help with a smartphone, iPad or 
tablet, please bring it with you, along with 
usernames and passwords. First-come, 
first-served.

Sunday April 22, 1-3 p.m., Resume 
Help

Meet with an experienced volunteer for 
one-on-one help. Bring a paper copy of 
your resume if you have one. First-come, 
first-served.

Thursday April 26, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Making the Most of Social Security

Learn about recent changes and future 
prospects as well as some Social Security 
strategies that could help you build a 
more comfortable retirement. Registration 
required; register online, in the library or 
by calling 503-988-5123.

Saturday April 28, 2-5 p.m., Anyone’s 
Domain 2018: A Writing Workshop

Join Paulann Petersen in a workshop 
devoted to generating new poems. Using 
innovative springboards that include 

notable poems, we’ll make an exhilarating 
plunge into language. Registration 
required; register online, in the library or 
by calling 503-988-5123.

Sunday April 29, 1-3 p.m., Gmail and 
Google Tools

Learn about managing your inbox, using 
your Google calendar, and using Google 
Tasks to keep your to-do list online. You 
must have a Gmail or Google account 
before coming to class. Registration 
required; register online, in the library or 
by calling 503-988-5123.

For more programs and information 
please drop in and see us, Belmont 
Regional Library, 1038 SE Cesar Chavez 
Blvd, give us a call (503)988-5123, or find 
us online www.multcolib.org. Multnomah 
County Library programs are always free 
of charge.

Livability, security, and Neighborhood Watch groups
By Christine Cealila Kosonen and the Neighborhood Watch on 3700 SE Yamhill Stree

I’m calling on all of you to help create a 
more resilient Sunnyside community. 
Livability, security, and houselessness 
issues are the hot topic of nearly every 
local meeting. I’ve also heard plenty 
of complaints about the slow (or non) 
response of city police and services. 
I say it’s time for neighbors to work 
together to build the immune system of 
our neighborhood so that we are more 
responsive and resilient to the social 
challenges we face.

On my block, we decided to stop being 
passive and to take back our public space 
by creating a Neighborhood Watch. 
After many months of feeling helpless 
in the face of thefts, trespasses, and 
vandalism, I trained with the city as a 
Neighborhood Watch leader and began 
working with my immediate neighbors. 
Sunnyside Neighborhood has only 2 
official Neighborhood Watch groups 
representing 2 blocks!

What if every block (or at least every other 
block) in Sunnyside was activated and 
organized? The problems we face are not 
those that any one citizen or household 
or block watch group can take on. The 
problems seem bigger than what our 
collective governance is currently able 
to handle. I suggest it is time for all of us 

to work together to steward our shared 
space.

I’d like to inspire you to reach out to your 
immediate neighbors and neighboring 
businesses and begin. Here are some of 
the actions we’ve taken on our block:

• Connect with your neighbors! 
Introduce yourselves. Make a 
contact list of phone numbers and 
emails. Neighbors may not be your 
best friends, but you are each other’s 
eyes and ears when you leave home; 
they are also the first who can easily 
respond if there is any trouble. Pick 
up each other’s mail and roll in each 
other’s trash cans when you are out 
of town. Keep connected!

• Occupy your street! Drink coffee 
on the front porch; Walk the dogs; 
Play with the kids on the sidewalk; 
Have potlucks and block parties; 
Plant front yard gardens and spend 
time tending them; Create a foot 
patrol; Install signage for slow traffic 
and Neighborhood Watch in effect; 
Install front porch and walkway 
lighting; Store roll carts, recycling, 
and any valuables in locked homes 
or basements and remove public 
temptations; Create a regular trash 

pickup patrol; Say Hello to people 
parking near your home and passing 
by on the street. Be present!

• Create and register a Neighborhood 
Watch group! One person needs 
a short training with the city; Meet 
seasonally; Work together to report 
incidents to activate public services; 
Brainstorm about how to increase 
security of homes and the spaces 
around all of our homes. 

When we occupy our public spaces, we 
make them more beautiful and safe for 
each other. If a neighborhood is like an 
organism, years of price inflation and 
high occupant turnover have weakened 
our immune system and challenged our 
collective weave. There are steps we can 
take as citizens to make the areas around 
our homes and communities safer, 
cleaner, and less vulnerable to crime. 
Let’s do this together!

For information to form an official 
Neighborhood Watch, receive training, 
and register with the city, contact mark.
wells@portlandoregon.gov. Go online 
to learn more www.portlandoregon.gov/
oni/62587 



The Sunnyside Neighborhood 
News is published monthly by 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association.
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Neil Heller  
Editor: Hannah Day-Kapell  
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Deumling, Gloria Jacobs, 
Matt Berggren 
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SunnysideNeighborhood.com
c/o SEUL, 3534 SE Main, Portland, OR 97214

Any opinions expressed, unless specified, are not 
necessarily those of the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association or its board. Sunnyside residents 
are welcome to submit articles for consideration 
that concern neighborhood issues, by emailing 
newsletter@sunnysideneighborhood.com. Many 
wonderful volunteer Sunnyside residents distribute 
the Neighborhood News.

Sunnyside Neighborhood Map

SNA Meetings @ SEUL

Delivery help needed here

an AMI Montessori community with 
an intergenerational experience for 
children 3-6 years old

503.222.1197 | childpeace.org | 3120 SE Stark Street

childpeace
MONTESSORI SCHOOL
                                                            at the terrace 
                                                                                       since 1999

Equity 
House

Group 

7504 SW Bridgeport Rd. Portland OR 97224 
(Office) 503-597-2444  

Seth Fullerton 
Licensed Oregon Realtor 

503-327-5717
SethFullerton@EquityHouse.house

www.EquityHouse.house

10+ Year Sunnyside Resident 

Personal Real Estate Services 

Selling - Buying - Consultation

Let's Chat over Coffee Today! 


